
COVID-19 Foreign Government Measures Guide*  

Updated as of March 27, 2020 

*Disclaimer: Thompson Hine LLP lawyers are not licensed to practice law in any jurisdictions outside of the United States. The information relating to the legal requirements of specific foreign countries is provided for general 
information and reference only and may not be totally accurate in a specific case. Questions involving interpretation of specific foreign laws should be addressed to foreign attorneys. This chart seeks only to provide information; it 
is not an opinion on any aspect of U.S., foreign, or international law.  
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1) Australia Level 3  Business Closures: On 22 March, Australian 
government announced that the following 
facilities will be restricted from opening from 
midday local time 23 March 2020: 

-Pubs, clubs, and hotels (excluding 
accommodation) 
-Gyms and indoor sporting venues  
-Cinemas and entertainment venues 
-Restaurants and cafes will be restricted to 
takeaway and/or home delivery 
- Religious gatherings and funerals (with 
some size exceptions). 

Public Gatherings: No non-essential 
gatherings of more than 500 people outside 
or more than 100 people inside. 

Travel restrictions: On March 15, the 
Australian government announced that all 
travelers will be subject to the 14-day 
quarantine after arriving, and cruise lines 
from foreign ports are banned from Australia 
for 30 days.  

N https://www.pm.gov.
au/media/update-
coronavirus-
measures-220320

https://www.dss.gov.
au/about-the-
department/coronavi
rus-covid-19-
information-and-
support

1 See Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, COVID-19 Travel Recommendations by Country, available at https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/map-and-travel-notices.html (Last visited March 27, 2020). 
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2) Austria Level 3 COVID-19 Act 
The establishment of a crisis 
management fund equipped with 4 
billion euros.  

Authorizes the federal bank 
(Abbaubeteiligungsaktiengesellschaft 
des Bundes (ABBAG)) to provide 
services and take financial measures 
that are necessary to help Austrian 
companies maintain their solvency 
and bridge liquidity problems that 
occur due to the spread of the SARS-
CoV-2 virus and the resulting 
economic effects. 

COVID-19 Act 
Travel Restrictions: Suspension of the entry 
of third-country nationals (non-EU/EEA/CH 
citizens) entering Austria by air from outside 
the Schengen area. 

Business Closures: Authorizes the Federal 
Ministry for Social Affairs, Health, Care, and 
Consumer Protection to issue regulations that 
prohibit entering business premises to buy 
goods or services in order to prevent the 
spread of COVID-19. The prohibition can be 
limited to specific times.  

Public Gatherings: Prohibition on gathering in 
public places 

Y 
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3) Belgium Level 3 Tax: Corporate, income, and VAT 
payment deadlines extended for two 
months 

March 17th National Security Council 
Decision:

Lockdown: Citizens are required to stay at 
home to avoid contact outside of their family 
as much as possible: except to go to work; 
and except for essential travel (to the doctor, 
food shops, post office, bank, pharmacy, to 
refuel or to help people in need).  

Public gatherings: Larger gatherings of 
people are not allowed. 

Business Closures: Companies - irrespective 
of their size - are obliged to organize working 
from home for every position where this is 
possible, without exception. If this is not 
possible for certain employees, social 
distancing will be strictly respected.  
Key industries and essential services do not 
have to telework but must ensure that the 
social distancing rules are respected as much 
as possible. 
Non-essential shops and retail outlets are 
closed, except for food shops, pharmacies, 
pet food shops and news agents. 
Outdoor markets are shut down. Food stalls 
are only allowed in areas where they are 
indispensable. 

Travel Restrictions: Non-essential travel 
outside Belgium is prohibited until 5 April. 

Y https://www.belgium
.be/en/news/2020/co
ronavirus_reinforced
_measures 

https://taxfoundation
.org/coronavirus-
country-by-country-
responses/
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4) Brazil Level 3 Tax deferments for airlines: On 
March 18 the government also 
announced measures to relieve 
airlines and airports, allowing them 
to defer some fee payments for six 
months. 

Economy Minister Paulo Guedes 
announced a stimulus measure on March 
16, with a package of over $29 billion to 
accelerate social assistance payments, 
defer corporate taxes, and ease workers’ 
access to severance funds.  

Travel Restrictions: On March 19, the 
government restricted entry to foreigners at 
all land borders—excluding permanent 
residents, diplomats, or international 
organization officials—for 15 days.  

The transportation of goods will not be 
restricted. On the same day, the government 
prohibited, for 30 days, entry via air by 
foreigners from the European Union, as well 
as Australia, China, Iceland, Ireland, Japan, 
Malaysia, Norway, Switzerland, and the 
United Kingdom. 

Lockdown: On March 21, the governor of the 
state of São Paolo announced a 15-day 
quarantine to run from March 24 to April 7, 
during which time only essential services will 
remain operational. On the same day, the 
state of Rio de Janeiro closed all beaches, 
bars and restaurants for 15 days. 

Y 

Implementation of special export 
licensing scheme for goods to fight 
the Covid-19 pandemic.  

Secex Portaria No. 16/2020 (18 
March 2020) 

https://nationalpost.c
om/pmn/health-
pmn/as-sao-paulo-
goes-into-
coronavirus-
lockdown-china-
offers-to-help-brazil-2

https://www.as-
coa.org/articles/wher
e-coronavirus-latin-
america
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5) Canada Level 3 Financial stimulus: On March 18, 
2020, the Prime Minister announced 
a new set of economic measures to 
help stabilize the economy. These 
measures, delivered as part of the 
Government of Canada’s COVID-19 
Economic Response Plan, will provide 
up to $27 billion in direct support to 
Canadian workers and businesses. 

Most of the Canadian provinces declared 
state of emergency.  

Public gatherings: In most provinces, 
gatherings of more than 50 people are 
banned.  

N https://www.canada.
ca/en/department-
finance/economic-
response-plan.html

6) Chile Level 3 Financial Stimulus: On March 23, the 
government announced it would 
delay a 2020 bond issue of up to $8.7 
billion in 2020 to help finance the 
previously announced emergency 
package to protect jobs amid the 
coronavirus crisis. 

The president announced an 
economic aid plan of $11.7 billion 
using a special constitutional clause 
to free funds without congressional 
approval. Piñera said the package will 
equal roughly 4.7 percent of annual 
GDP. 

On March 18, President Sebastian Piñera 
declared a “state of catastrophe” for 90 days 
in the whole country, following the 
government’s Action Plan.  

Public gatherings: This includes banning 
gatherings in public spaces, controlling the 
distribution of basic necessities, establishing a 
quarantine and curfew, and limiting people’s 
movement across cities and the country, all 
with the help of the Armed Forces. 

Curfew: On March 22, 2020, Chile announced 
a nationwide, night-time curfew between 10 
pm and 5 am. 

N https://nationalpost.c
om/pmn/health-
pmn/chile-
announces-
nationwide-nightly-
curfew-coronavirus-
cases-hit-632

https://www.as-
coa.org/articles/wher
e-coronavirus-latin-
america
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7) China Level 3  China has enacted strict new laws 
impacting Chinese employers. Individual 
provinces have also issued their own 
employee-protection laws. Companies 
with Chinese operations should monitor 
their local employment bureau for new 
rules and notices. 

Lockdown: 
At its peak, China's quarantine spanned at 
least 20 provinces and regions. Soon after 
imposing restrictions on Wuhan, China locked 
down 15 other cities, including Huanggang, 
and Suizhou. The Chinese province of Hubei, 
where the coronavirus pandemic began, on 
March 25, allowing most of its 60 million 
residents to leave, ending nearly two months 
of lockdown.  

Wuhan will remain sealed off until April 8, 
though public transportation there will start 
running again, the government said. 

Travel restrictions: People traveling to 
Beijing, Shanghai, Guangdong province and 
Sichuan province will be quarantined for 14 
days in a Chinese facility if they have recently 
visited countries with "severe outbreaks" 
such as South Korea, Japan, Iran and Italy.  

Y https://www.nytimes
.com/2020/03/24/wo
rld/asia/china-
coronavirus-
lockdown-hubei.html

https://news.bloomb
erglaw.com/daily-
labor-report/insight-
coronavirus-poses-
contract-
employment-issues-
for-u-s-businesses

https://www.busines
sinsider.com/countrie
s-on-lockdown-
coronavirus-italy-
2020-3#argentina-
went-into-a-
preventative-and-
compulsory-
lockdown-on-march-
21-9
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8) Czech 
Republic 

Level 3 Tax: Extension of the deadline for the 
filing of tax returns until 1 July. 

Loan Facilities: Up to 10 billion CZK 
for immediate granting of interest-
free loans with a one-year deferral 
with the possibility of a two-year 
extension for businesses affected by 
the coronavirus. 

Government support for employees 
affected by the quarantine. 

Business Closures: As of 14 March, retail 
sales and the sales of services on the spot is 
forbidden, except for foodstuffs, electronics, 
ICT, fuel, pharmacies, chemists, animal 
welfare goods and feeds, opticians, 
newsagents, laundromats and e-shops. It is 
forbidden to provide accommodating 
services. 

Movement Restrictions: As of 16 March, free 
movement is limited, except for travel to and 
from work and necessary travels to ensure 
basic human needs (e.g., foodstuffs, pharma 
shopping, helping older family members).  

Y 

Export Restrictions: As of 18 March, 
all reexports of medicines and 
medicinal products registered for CZ 
market to the EU and the export of 
such outside the EU is forbidden. 

https://www.vlada.cz
/en/media-
centrum/aktualne/m
easures-adopted-by-
the-czech-
government-against-
coronavirus-180545/

9) Denmark Level 3 Loan Facilities: Danish government 
will provide economic aid packages 
worth 55 billion Danish crowns 
($7.93 billion) and state guaranteed 
loans to businesses worth 60 billion 
crowns to help deal with the 
economic impact of the coronavirus. 

Lockdown: Danish government announced a 
2-weeks lockdown on March 11, 2020. On 
March 23, 2020, lockdown was extended 
until April 13, 2020.  

Public Gatherings and Business Closures:
Denmark also restricted public assembly to 
10 or fewer people and ordered the closure 
of schools, universities, day cares, 
restaurants, cafes, libraries, gyms and hair 
salons. 

Y https://www.usnews.
com/news/world/arti
cles/2020-03-
23/corona-hit-
denmark-extends-
lockdown-until-april-
13
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10) Ecuador Level 3 Tax: On March 17, Moreno 
announced steps to alleviate 
economic challenges. . Under the 
new measures, social security 
payments will be postponed for 90 
days while taxes will be deferred for 
the tourism and export sectors for 
the months of April, May, and June, 
as well as for small businesses. 

Travel Restrictions: National health 
emergency declared on March 11; all who 
travel from countries that have confirmed 
cases be placed under home quarantine.  

Foreigners no longer be able to enter the 
country starting March 15. 

Suspension of transport between provinces 
and of domestic flights starting in the evening 
of March 17 for 14 days. 

Education and Public Gatherings: Suspension 
of all classes in educational institutions 
starting March 13. Meetings of more than 
1,000 people prohibited. Mass gatherings in 
Guayaquil and Babahoyo prohibited. 

Starting March 16, suspension of major 
events including religious ones, restrictions 
on activities involving more than 30 people, 
and land border crossings limited to six entry 
points. 

Business Closures: On the evening of March 
15, Moreno announced suspension of 
citizens’ movements within the country 
except to buy food, medicine, and basic 
goods. Also banned are all non-essential 
commercial activities and social gatherings of 
more than 30 people. During the emergency, 
the administration is ordering that no one 
have their utilities cut off for lack of payment. 

Curfew: Starting March 16 a nightly curfew 
from 9 p.m. to 5 a.m., as well as limits on the 
circulation of cars determined by license 
plate number.  

Taking masks, soap, and hand 
sanitizer out of the country is 
prohibited. 

https://www.as-
coa.org/articles/wher
e-coronavirus-latin-
america#ecuador

https://www.as-coa.org/articles/where-coronavirus-latin-america#ecuador
https://www.as-coa.org/articles/where-coronavirus-latin-america#ecuador
https://www.as-coa.org/articles/where-coronavirus-latin-america#ecuador
https://www.as-coa.org/articles/where-coronavirus-latin-america#ecuador
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11) Estonia Level 3 Financial Stimulus: Estonia is to 
introduce a package of economic 
measures aimed at mitigating the 
effects of the coronavirus. The total 
cost of the package is €2 billion, 
representing nearly 7 percent of 
GDP, the state will also temporarily 
halt contributions to the second 
pillar pension fund, Estonian Prime 
Minister Jüri Ratas said. 

Sick pay: From March to May 2020, the 
state will reimburse employees for the 
first three days of sick leave for all 
certificates of incapacity for work.  

Self-employed workers are subject to an 
advance social tax support measure. 

Unemployment Insurance: The 
supervisory board of the Unemployment 
Insurance Fund on Wednesday evening 
reached an agreement that in order to 
prevent layoffs at businesses that are 
undergoing difficulties, the 
Unemployment Insurance Fund will cover 
70 percent of workers’ income for two 
months.  
All eligible employers can use the 
support to partially cover an employee’s 
two months’ labor costs during a period 
from March to May. The gross amount 
payable per employee per month is 
€1,000. 
The benefit is calculated based on the 
gross wages of the employee over the 
period of the previous 12 months, plus 
remuneration payable by the employer 
to the employee which is no less than 
€150 in gross amount. The 
Unemployment Insurance Fund and the 
employer will pay all labor taxes on 
wages and benefits. 

Estonian government announced a state of 
emergency on March 12, 2020. It will be in 
effect until May 1, 2020.  

Travel and Movement Restrictions: Health 
control measures will be imposed at all 
border crossing points. 
A visitor ban will be implemented at all care 
homes, hospitals and detention facilities. 

Public gatherings and business closures: All 
public gatherings are banned. 
Museums and movie theaters will be closed 
through May 1.  
All performances, concerts and conferences 
are banned. 
All sporting events are banned through May 
1. 

Education: All schools are closed as of March 
16, 2020.  

Y https://news.err.ee/1
063224/estonian-
government-declares-
emergency-situation-
against-coronavirus

https://news.postime
es.ee/6928457/estoni
a-to-introduce-2-
billion-package-of-
economic-support-
measures

https://news.err.ee/1063224/estonian-government-declares-emergency-situation-against-coronavirus
https://news.err.ee/1063224/estonian-government-declares-emergency-situation-against-coronavirus
https://news.err.ee/1063224/estonian-government-declares-emergency-situation-against-coronavirus
https://news.err.ee/1063224/estonian-government-declares-emergency-situation-against-coronavirus
https://news.err.ee/1063224/estonian-government-declares-emergency-situation-against-coronavirus
https://news.err.ee/1063224/estonian-government-declares-emergency-situation-against-coronavirus
https://news.err.ee/1063224/estonian-government-declares-emergency-situation-against-coronavirus
https://news.err.ee/1063224/estonian-government-declares-emergency-situation-against-coronavirus
https://news.err.ee/1063224/estonian-government-declares-emergency-situation-against-coronavirus
https://news.err.ee/1063224/estonian-government-declares-emergency-situation-against-coronavirus
https://news.err.ee/1063224/estonian-government-declares-emergency-situation-against-coronavirus
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12) European 
Union 

Level 3 Temporary Framework:  
The Commission has adopted a 
Temporary Framework to enable 
Member States to use the full 
flexibility foreseen under State aid 
rules to support the economy in the 
context of the Coronavirus outbreak. 
The Temporary Framework provides 
for five types of aid which can be 
granted by Member States: 

(i) Direct grants, selective tax 
advantages and advance payments: 
Member States will be able to set up 
schemes to grant up to €800,000 to a 
company to address its urgent 
liquidity needs. 
(ii) State guarantees for loans taken 
by companies from banks: Member 
States will be able to provide State 
guarantees to ensure banks keep 
providing loans to the customers 
who need them. These state 
guarantees can cover loans to help 
businesses cover immediate working 
capital and investment needs. 
(iii) Subsidized public loans to 
companies: Member States will be 
able to grant loans with favorable 
interest rates to companies. These 
loans can help businesses cover 
immediate working capital and 
investment needs. 

President Ursula von der Leyen announced 
that she was restricting all nonessential travel 
to the European Union for 30 days. 
Exemptions include family members of 
European nationals, diplomats, "essential 
staff" that are addressing the coronavirus 
spread and people transporting goods.  

Y 

On 15 March 2020, the European 
Commission issued Commission 
Implementing Regulation (EU) 
2020/402 of 14 March 2020 
imposing a temporary export 
licensing requirement on certain 
personal protective equipment. 
Such goods include protective 
masks, gloves and garments as well 
as face shields and protective 
spectacles or visors. 

The export licensing requirement is 
in force for a period of six weeks.  

https://www.globaltradealert.org/in
tervention/78830/export-licensing-
requirement/eu-temporary-export-
licensing-requirement-imposed-on-
certain-personal-protective-
equipment-including-protective-
masks-gloves-and-garments-in-
response-to-covid-19

https://ec.europa.eu/
commission/presscor
ner/detail/en/IP_20_
504

https://www.globaltradealert.org/intervention/78830/export-licensing-requirement/eu-temporary-export-licensing-requirement-imposed-on-certain-personal-protective-equipment-including-protective-masks-gloves-and-garments-in-response-to-covid-19
https://www.globaltradealert.org/intervention/78830/export-licensing-requirement/eu-temporary-export-licensing-requirement-imposed-on-certain-personal-protective-equipment-including-protective-masks-gloves-and-garments-in-response-to-covid-19
https://www.globaltradealert.org/intervention/78830/export-licensing-requirement/eu-temporary-export-licensing-requirement-imposed-on-certain-personal-protective-equipment-including-protective-masks-gloves-and-garments-in-response-to-covid-19
https://www.globaltradealert.org/intervention/78830/export-licensing-requirement/eu-temporary-export-licensing-requirement-imposed-on-certain-personal-protective-equipment-including-protective-masks-gloves-and-garments-in-response-to-covid-19
https://www.globaltradealert.org/intervention/78830/export-licensing-requirement/eu-temporary-export-licensing-requirement-imposed-on-certain-personal-protective-equipment-including-protective-masks-gloves-and-garments-in-response-to-covid-19
https://www.globaltradealert.org/intervention/78830/export-licensing-requirement/eu-temporary-export-licensing-requirement-imposed-on-certain-personal-protective-equipment-including-protective-masks-gloves-and-garments-in-response-to-covid-19
https://www.globaltradealert.org/intervention/78830/export-licensing-requirement/eu-temporary-export-licensing-requirement-imposed-on-certain-personal-protective-equipment-including-protective-masks-gloves-and-garments-in-response-to-covid-19
https://www.globaltradealert.org/intervention/78830/export-licensing-requirement/eu-temporary-export-licensing-requirement-imposed-on-certain-personal-protective-equipment-including-protective-masks-gloves-and-garments-in-response-to-covid-19
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/IP_20_504
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/IP_20_504
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/IP_20_504
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/IP_20_504
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(iv) Safeguards for banks that 
channel State aid to the real 
economy: Some Member States plan 
to build on banks' existing lending 
capacities and use them as a channel 
for support to businesses – 
particularly for small- and medium-
sized companies. The Framework 
makes clear that such aid is 
considered as direct aid to the banks' 
customers, not to the banks 
themselves, and gives guidance on 
how to ensure minimal distortion of 
competition between banks. 

(v) Short-term export credit 
insurance: The Framework 
introduces additional flexibility on 
how to demonstrate that certain 
countries are not-marketable risks, 
thereby enabling short-term export 
credit insurance to be provided by 
the State where needed. The 
Commission will continue monitoring 
the situation and stands ready to 
amend the list of marketable risk 
countries if needed. 

The Temporary Framework will be in 
place until the end of December 
2020. With a view to ensuring legal 
certainty, the Commission will assess 
before that date if it needs to be 
extended. 
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13) Finland Level 3 Financial Stimulus: The Finnish 
government proposed economic 
measures to safeguard jobs and 
livelihoods and ease the economic 
pressure on businesses. The scale of 
the measures will be approximately 
EUR 15 billion. 

Public Sector: Public-sector employers 
will instruct public-sector employees to 
work from home if their duties make it 
possible to do so. 

Critical Personnel: Exceptions will be 
made to the Working Hours Act and the 
Annual Holidays Act for critical personnel 
working in both private and public 
sector. 

On March 16, 2020, Finnish government 
declared a state of emergency which will be 
in force until April 13, 2020.  

Public Gatherings: Public gatherings are 
limited to no more than ten persons. 

Education: Schools and universities have 
closed, and contact teaching is suspended.  

Movement and Travel Restrictions: The 
movement of people may be restricted to 
prevent a serious danger to life and health. 

Passenger transport to Finland will be 
suspended as soon as possible, except for the 
return of Finnish citizens and persons residing 
in Finland. Finnish citizens and persons 
residing in Finland must not travel abroad.  

Necessary travel for work and to access other 
necessary services will be permitted across 
the northern and western borders.  

Freight and goods traffic will continue as 
usual. 

Y https://valtioneuvost
o.fi/en/artikkeli/-
/asset_publisher/106
16/hallitus-totesi-
suomen-olevan-
poikkeusoloissa-
koronavirustilanteen-
vuoksi

https://valtioneuvost
o.fi/en/artikkeli/-
/asset_publisher/106
16/hallitus-esittaa-
laajoja-taloustoimia-
koronavirusepidemia
n-haittojen-
minimoimiseksi

https://valtioneuvosto.fi/en/artikkeli/-/asset_publisher/10616/hallitus-totesi-suomen-olevan-poikkeusoloissa-koronavirustilanteen-vuoksi
https://valtioneuvosto.fi/en/artikkeli/-/asset_publisher/10616/hallitus-totesi-suomen-olevan-poikkeusoloissa-koronavirustilanteen-vuoksi
https://valtioneuvosto.fi/en/artikkeli/-/asset_publisher/10616/hallitus-totesi-suomen-olevan-poikkeusoloissa-koronavirustilanteen-vuoksi
https://valtioneuvosto.fi/en/artikkeli/-/asset_publisher/10616/hallitus-totesi-suomen-olevan-poikkeusoloissa-koronavirustilanteen-vuoksi
https://valtioneuvosto.fi/en/artikkeli/-/asset_publisher/10616/hallitus-totesi-suomen-olevan-poikkeusoloissa-koronavirustilanteen-vuoksi
https://valtioneuvosto.fi/en/artikkeli/-/asset_publisher/10616/hallitus-totesi-suomen-olevan-poikkeusoloissa-koronavirustilanteen-vuoksi
https://valtioneuvosto.fi/en/artikkeli/-/asset_publisher/10616/hallitus-totesi-suomen-olevan-poikkeusoloissa-koronavirustilanteen-vuoksi
https://valtioneuvosto.fi/en/artikkeli/-/asset_publisher/10616/hallitus-totesi-suomen-olevan-poikkeusoloissa-koronavirustilanteen-vuoksi
https://valtioneuvosto.fi/en/artikkeli/-/asset_publisher/10616/hallitus-totesi-suomen-olevan-poikkeusoloissa-koronavirustilanteen-vuoksi
https://valtioneuvosto.fi/en/artikkeli/-/asset_publisher/10616/hallitus-totesi-suomen-olevan-poikkeusoloissa-koronavirustilanteen-vuoksi
https://valtioneuvosto.fi/en/artikkeli/-/asset_publisher/10616/hallitus-totesi-suomen-olevan-poikkeusoloissa-koronavirustilanteen-vuoksi
https://valtioneuvosto.fi/en/artikkeli/-/asset_publisher/10616/hallitus-totesi-suomen-olevan-poikkeusoloissa-koronavirustilanteen-vuoksi
https://valtioneuvosto.fi/en/artikkeli/-/asset_publisher/10616/hallitus-totesi-suomen-olevan-poikkeusoloissa-koronavirustilanteen-vuoksi
https://valtioneuvosto.fi/en/artikkeli/-/asset_publisher/10616/hallitus-totesi-suomen-olevan-poikkeusoloissa-koronavirustilanteen-vuoksi
https://valtioneuvosto.fi/en/artikkeli/-/asset_publisher/10616/hallitus-totesi-suomen-olevan-poikkeusoloissa-koronavirustilanteen-vuoksi
https://valtioneuvosto.fi/en/artikkeli/-/asset_publisher/10616/hallitus-totesi-suomen-olevan-poikkeusoloissa-koronavirustilanteen-vuoksi
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14) France Level 3 Financial Stimulus: French 
government will provide up to EUR 
45 billion for businesses affected by 
the impacts of coronavirus on the 
economy.  

Benefits: Employees with a COVID-19 
infection that has been confirmed by a 
doctor can receive the conventional sick 
leave benefits, plus a social security 
allowance.  

Allowances: Employees in quarantine 
can receive an allowance of 20 days’ pay 
from the French social security system 
and additional compensation paid by the 
employer. The latter is similar to what 
applies for regular sick leaves, but 
without a waiting period.   

Movement Restrictions: As of March 17th , 
outings will only be authorized, with a 
certificate, to: 

Go to work, if remote working is not possible;
Go to your local grocery store; 
Go to a medical appointment; 
Take your children to daycare or to take care 
of an elderly person; and 
To work out close to your home. 

Y https://www.aljazeer
a.com/ajimpact/franc
e-announces-50bn-
measures-virus-hit-
firms-
200317080153073.ht
ml

https://www.gouvern
ement.fr/en/coronavi
rus-covid-19 

https://www.littler.co
m/publication-
press/publication/fra
nce-covid-19-
coronavirus-
employer-faqs

https://www.aljazeera.com/ajimpact/france-announces-50bn-measures-virus-hit-firms-200317080153073.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/ajimpact/france-announces-50bn-measures-virus-hit-firms-200317080153073.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/ajimpact/france-announces-50bn-measures-virus-hit-firms-200317080153073.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/ajimpact/france-announces-50bn-measures-virus-hit-firms-200317080153073.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/ajimpact/france-announces-50bn-measures-virus-hit-firms-200317080153073.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/ajimpact/france-announces-50bn-measures-virus-hit-firms-200317080153073.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/ajimpact/france-announces-50bn-measures-virus-hit-firms-200317080153073.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/ajimpact/france-announces-50bn-measures-virus-hit-firms-200317080153073.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/ajimpact/france-announces-50bn-measures-virus-hit-firms-200317080153073.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/ajimpact/france-announces-50bn-measures-virus-hit-firms-200317080153073.html
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15) Germany Level 3 Loan Facilities: A loan programme 
covering up to 90% of the risk for 
loans for companies of all sizes. 

A loan programme in which the 
Kreditanstalt für Wiederaufbau 
(“KfW”) participates together with 
private banks to provide larger loans 
as a consortium.  

Work Hours: (Private Firm Measure)
Tens of thousands of German firms 
announced this week they would switch 
employees to shorter work hours due to 
coronavirus, the Labour Office said on 
Friday, highlighting the severe impact of 
the outbreak on the European Union’s 
biggest economy. 

Public Gatherings: More than two people 
can't be outside together unless they're part 
of the same household.  

Business Closures: All restaurants, cafes and 
pubs must close. 

There are also various measures that are 
taken by state and local governments  

Y 

On 12 March 2020, the German 
Ministry of Economic Affairs and 
Energy issued a decree imposing an 
export licensing requirement on 
certain personal protective 
equipment. Such goods include 
protective safety glasses, masks, 
gloves and garments as well as face 
shields and protective spectacles or 
visors.  

https://www.globaltradealert.org/in
tervention/78831/export-licensing-
requirement/germany-introduction-
of-export-licensing-requirement-on-
certain-personal-protective-
equipment-in-response-to-covid-19-
and-subsequent-termination

On 4 March 2020, the German 
Ministry of Economic Affairs and 
Energy issued a decree imposing an 
export ban on certain personal 
protective equipment. Such goods 
include protective safety glasses, 
masks, gloves and garments as well 
as face shields and protective 
spectacles or visors. 
https://www.globaltradealert.org/in
tervention/78835/export-
ban/germany-introduction-of-
export-ban-on-certain-personal-

https://ec.europa.eu/
commission/presscor
ner/detail/en/IP_20_
504 

https://www.spiegel.
de/international/ger
many/germany-
imposes-tougher-
restrictions-on-
public-life-a-
fe5a067b-ee7a-4521-
9940-edfa637f90de 

https://www.reuters.
com/article/us-
health-coronavirus-
germany-
labour/coronavirus-
drives-surge-in-short-
time-work-in-
germany-labor-office-
idUSKBN21721D 

https://www.globaltradealert.org/intervention/78831/export-licensing-requirement/germany-introduction-of-export-licensing-requirement-on-certain-personal-protective-equipment-in-response-to-covid-19-and-subsequent-termination
https://www.globaltradealert.org/intervention/78831/export-licensing-requirement/germany-introduction-of-export-licensing-requirement-on-certain-personal-protective-equipment-in-response-to-covid-19-and-subsequent-termination
https://www.globaltradealert.org/intervention/78831/export-licensing-requirement/germany-introduction-of-export-licensing-requirement-on-certain-personal-protective-equipment-in-response-to-covid-19-and-subsequent-termination
https://www.globaltradealert.org/intervention/78831/export-licensing-requirement/germany-introduction-of-export-licensing-requirement-on-certain-personal-protective-equipment-in-response-to-covid-19-and-subsequent-termination
https://www.globaltradealert.org/intervention/78831/export-licensing-requirement/germany-introduction-of-export-licensing-requirement-on-certain-personal-protective-equipment-in-response-to-covid-19-and-subsequent-termination
https://www.globaltradealert.org/intervention/78831/export-licensing-requirement/germany-introduction-of-export-licensing-requirement-on-certain-personal-protective-equipment-in-response-to-covid-19-and-subsequent-termination
https://www.globaltradealert.org/intervention/78831/export-licensing-requirement/germany-introduction-of-export-licensing-requirement-on-certain-personal-protective-equipment-in-response-to-covid-19-and-subsequent-termination
https://www.globaltradealert.org/intervention/78835/export-ban/germany-introduction-of-export-ban-on-certain-personal-protective-equipment-including-protective-masks-gloves-and-garments-in-response-to-covid-19-and-subsequent-termination
https://www.globaltradealert.org/intervention/78835/export-ban/germany-introduction-of-export-ban-on-certain-personal-protective-equipment-including-protective-masks-gloves-and-garments-in-response-to-covid-19-and-subsequent-termination
https://www.globaltradealert.org/intervention/78835/export-ban/germany-introduction-of-export-ban-on-certain-personal-protective-equipment-including-protective-masks-gloves-and-garments-in-response-to-covid-19-and-subsequent-termination
https://www.globaltradealert.org/intervention/78835/export-ban/germany-introduction-of-export-ban-on-certain-personal-protective-equipment-including-protective-masks-gloves-and-garments-in-response-to-covid-19-and-subsequent-termination
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/IP_20_504
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/IP_20_504
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/IP_20_504
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/IP_20_504
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/IP_20_504
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/IP_20_504
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/IP_20_504
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/IP_20_504
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/IP_20_504
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/IP_20_504
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/IP_20_504
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/IP_20_504
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protective-equipment-including-
protective-masks-gloves-and-
garments-in-response-to-covid-19-
and-subsequent-termination

16) Greece Level 3 Financial Stimulus: On March 19, 
2020, Prime Minister of Greece said 
that Greece is ready to inject EUR10 
billion to support its economy.  

Teleworking: The employer has the right 
to unilaterally impose the system of 
teleworking. 

Leave: The Legislative Decree dated 
03.11.2020 (article 4 par. 3) provides a 
special paid leave for parent employees, 

Transport and Movement Restrictions: All 
nonessential transport and movement of 
people are prohibited as of March 23, 2020. 

Essential movement includes going to work, 
to buy food or medicine and to visit a doctor. 

Y https://www.politico.
eu/article/greece-to-
go-into-coronavirus-
induced-lockdown/

https://www.reuters.
com/article/us-

https://www.globaltradealert.org/intervention/78835/export-ban/germany-introduction-of-export-ban-on-certain-personal-protective-equipment-including-protective-masks-gloves-and-garments-in-response-to-covid-19-and-subsequent-termination
https://www.globaltradealert.org/intervention/78835/export-ban/germany-introduction-of-export-ban-on-certain-personal-protective-equipment-including-protective-masks-gloves-and-garments-in-response-to-covid-19-and-subsequent-termination
https://www.globaltradealert.org/intervention/78835/export-ban/germany-introduction-of-export-ban-on-certain-personal-protective-equipment-including-protective-masks-gloves-and-garments-in-response-to-covid-19-and-subsequent-termination
https://www.globaltradealert.org/intervention/78835/export-ban/germany-introduction-of-export-ban-on-certain-personal-protective-equipment-including-protective-masks-gloves-and-garments-in-response-to-covid-19-and-subsequent-termination
https://www.politico.eu/article/greece-to-go-into-coronavirus-induced-lockdown/
https://www.politico.eu/article/greece-to-go-into-coronavirus-induced-lockdown/
https://www.politico.eu/article/greece-to-go-into-coronavirus-induced-lockdown/
https://www.politico.eu/article/greece-to-go-into-coronavirus-induced-lockdown/
https://www.politico.eu/article/greece-to-go-into-coronavirus-induced-lockdown/
https://www.politico.eu/article/greece-to-go-into-coronavirus-induced-lockdown/
https://www.politico.eu/article/greece-to-go-into-coronavirus-induced-lockdown/
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during the operational ban on schools 
and until 04.10.2020.  

Overtime: While there is a risk of COVID-
19 outbreak, for a period not exceeding 
six (6) months after 03.14.2020, 
employers who have exhausted the legal 
overtime limits may proceed with 
overtime employment without prior 
approval .  

Essential Personnel: While there is a risk 
of COVID-19 outbreak, for a period not 
exceeding six (6) months after 
03.14.2020, the operation of business 
(and the respective employment of 
personnel) which are active in producing, 
transporting and supplying foodstuffs, 
fuels, medicines and paramedical 
material to related shops / businesses is 
permitted.  

Income Support: Α special mechanism 
for the support of dependent employees 
of companies, whose operation has been 
temporarily banned due to the COVID-19 
emergency, has been introduced 
including financial support, special 
purpose compensation, social security 
coverage, and emergency allowances.  

health-coronavirus-
greece-pm/greece-to-
inject-10-billion-
euros-to-support-
economy-as-
coronavirus-spreads-
idUSKBN2163EG 

https://www.ey.com/
en_gr/tax/tax-
alerts/greece-corona-
virus-covid-19-the-
most-important-
labor-law

https://www.politico.eu/article/greece-to-go-into-coronavirus-induced-lockdown/
https://www.politico.eu/article/greece-to-go-into-coronavirus-induced-lockdown/
https://www.politico.eu/article/greece-to-go-into-coronavirus-induced-lockdown/
https://www.politico.eu/article/greece-to-go-into-coronavirus-induced-lockdown/
https://www.politico.eu/article/greece-to-go-into-coronavirus-induced-lockdown/
https://www.politico.eu/article/greece-to-go-into-coronavirus-induced-lockdown/
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17) Hungary Level 3 Loan Facilities: The Hungarian 
government suspended the principal 
and interest payment liabilities on 
loans taken out by all private 
individuals and businesses before 
March 18, 2020 

Social Security Contributions:
Contribution payment liabilities of 
employers in struggling sectors, 
including tourism, catering and 
passenger transportation are 
cancelled until June 30. 

Employers temporarily not required 
to pay social security taxes. 

Employees temporarily only liable for 
a reduced share of social security 
contributions. 

On March 11, 2020 the Hungarian 
government declared state of emergency.  

Education: Universities are closed. 

Public Gathering: Indoor events larger than 
100 and outdoor events larger than 500 
people are banned. 

Y http://abouthungary.
hu/news-in-
brief/decrees-
concerning-
economic-measures-
published-in-
hungarian-gazette/ 

https://taxfoundation
.org/coronavirus-
country-by-country-
responses/

http://abouthungary.hu/news-in-brief/decrees-concerning-economic-measures-published-in-hungarian-gazette/
http://abouthungary.hu/news-in-brief/decrees-concerning-economic-measures-published-in-hungarian-gazette/
http://abouthungary.hu/news-in-brief/decrees-concerning-economic-measures-published-in-hungarian-gazette/
http://abouthungary.hu/news-in-brief/decrees-concerning-economic-measures-published-in-hungarian-gazette/
http://abouthungary.hu/news-in-brief/decrees-concerning-economic-measures-published-in-hungarian-gazette/
http://abouthungary.hu/news-in-brief/decrees-concerning-economic-measures-published-in-hungarian-gazette/
http://abouthungary.hu/news-in-brief/decrees-concerning-economic-measures-published-in-hungarian-gazette/
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18) Iceland Level 3 Loan Facilities: Government plans to 
introduce a 230 billion krona ($1.6 
billion) package that includes state 
guarantees on bridge loans to 
businesses and the payment of as 
much as 75% of people’s lost salaries 
over the next 2 1/2 months. 

Tax: Public projects worth 20 billion 
kronur will be moved forward to this 
year and tax breaks for banks will 
kick in sooner than originally 
planned. 

Taxes originally due March 16 
delayed to April 15. 

Public gatherings: On March 13, 2020, the 
Icelandic government banned public 
gatherings of 100 or more people.  

Education: Secondary schools and 
universities are also closed for four weeks. 

The ban does not apply to ports or airports. 

N https://www.bloomb
erg.com/news/article
s/2020-03-
21/iceland-launches-
unprecedented-
economic-package-
to-cushion-virus

https://www.usnews.
com/news/world/arti
cles/2020-03-
13/iceland-restricts-
public-gatherings-
closes-schools 

https://taxfoundation
.org/coronavirus-
country-by-country-
responses/

19) India Level 3 Stimulus: India's government will 
soon announce a fiscal package to 
help the economy face the impact of 
the coronavirus, Finance Minister 
Nirmala Sitharaman said in a video 
conference with reporters on 
Tuesday. 

Lockdown: India’s prime minister Narendra 
Modi said the country will go into a 
nationwide lockdown from midnight on 
Tuesday, lasting for 21 days. 

People may leave their homes only to access 
“essential services” like food stores, 

Y 

As of March 25, 2020, Amendment 
in Export Policy of was announced, 
Central Government banned the 
export of Hydroxychloroquine and 

https://www.indepen
dent.co.uk/news/wor
ld/asia/india-
coronavirus-
lockdown-modi-
speech-cases-update-
news-a9421491.html

https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-03-21/iceland-launches-unprecedented-economic-package-to-cushion-virus
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-03-21/iceland-launches-unprecedented-economic-package-to-cushion-virus
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-03-21/iceland-launches-unprecedented-economic-package-to-cushion-virus
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-03-21/iceland-launches-unprecedented-economic-package-to-cushion-virus
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-03-21/iceland-launches-unprecedented-economic-package-to-cushion-virus
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-03-21/iceland-launches-unprecedented-economic-package-to-cushion-virus
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-03-21/iceland-launches-unprecedented-economic-package-to-cushion-virus
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-03-21/iceland-launches-unprecedented-economic-package-to-cushion-virus
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-03-21/iceland-launches-unprecedented-economic-package-to-cushion-virus
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-03-21/iceland-launches-unprecedented-economic-package-to-cushion-virus
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-03-21/iceland-launches-unprecedented-economic-package-to-cushion-virus
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-03-21/iceland-launches-unprecedented-economic-package-to-cushion-virus
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-03-21/iceland-launches-unprecedented-economic-package-to-cushion-virus
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/asia/india-coronavirus-lockdown-modi-speech-cases-update-news-a9421491.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/asia/india-coronavirus-lockdown-modi-speech-cases-update-news-a9421491.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/asia/india-coronavirus-lockdown-modi-speech-cases-update-news-a9421491.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/asia/india-coronavirus-lockdown-modi-speech-cases-update-news-a9421491.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/asia/india-coronavirus-lockdown-modi-speech-cases-update-news-a9421491.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/asia/india-coronavirus-lockdown-modi-speech-cases-update-news-a9421491.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/asia/india-coronavirus-lockdown-modi-speech-cases-update-news-a9421491.html
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Tax: Sitharaman relaxed a number of 
tax compliance rules for individuals 
and firms and also raised the 
threshold of triggering insolvency 
cases to 10 mln rupees from 100,000 
rupees currently. 

pharmacies and medical assistance. Daily 
walks are generally being permitted, though 
only in local residential parks or blocks and 
while observing social distancing guidelines. 

Travel Restrictions: The country has 
suspended all existing visas until April 15. And 
as of March 16, travelers from the European 
Union, the European Free Trade Association, 
Turkey or United Kingdom were banned from 
entering India. Officials added Afghanistan, 
Philippines and Malaysia to that list on March 
17. 

its formulations with immediate 
effect. Exceptions: 

• Export will be allowed from the 
SEZ/EOU Units and in cases 
where export is made to fulfill 
export obligation under any 
Advance license issued on or 
before the date of this 
notification. 

•  Export will be allowed in case 
of shipments where Irrevocable 
Letter of Credit (ICLC) has been 
issued before the date of this 
notification or in case where full 
advance payment has been 
received by the exporter in 
India against specific shipment, 
subject to submission of 
documentary evidence. 

• Exports will also be allowed by 
the Government of India to 
other countries on 
humanitarian grounds on case 
to case basis on the 
recommendation of Ministry of 
External Affairs. 

https://dgft.gov.in/sites/default/file
s/notification%2054_0.pdf

https://economictime
s.indiatimes.com/ne
ws/economy/finance
/india-to-announce-
fiscal-package-to-
help-economy-face-
coronavirus-finance-
minister/articleshow/
74792959.cms?utm_s
ource=contentofinter
est&utm_medium=te
xt&utm_campaign=cp
pst

https://dgft.gov.in/sites/default/files/notification54_0.pdf
https://dgft.gov.in/sites/default/files/notification54_0.pdf
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/asia/india-coronavirus-lockdown-modi-speech-cases-update-news-a9421491.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/asia/india-coronavirus-lockdown-modi-speech-cases-update-news-a9421491.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/asia/india-coronavirus-lockdown-modi-speech-cases-update-news-a9421491.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/asia/india-coronavirus-lockdown-modi-speech-cases-update-news-a9421491.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/asia/india-coronavirus-lockdown-modi-speech-cases-update-news-a9421491.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/asia/india-coronavirus-lockdown-modi-speech-cases-update-news-a9421491.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/asia/india-coronavirus-lockdown-modi-speech-cases-update-news-a9421491.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/asia/india-coronavirus-lockdown-modi-speech-cases-update-news-a9421491.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/asia/india-coronavirus-lockdown-modi-speech-cases-update-news-a9421491.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/asia/india-coronavirus-lockdown-modi-speech-cases-update-news-a9421491.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/asia/india-coronavirus-lockdown-modi-speech-cases-update-news-a9421491.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/asia/india-coronavirus-lockdown-modi-speech-cases-update-news-a9421491.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/asia/india-coronavirus-lockdown-modi-speech-cases-update-news-a9421491.html
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20) Iran Level 3 Stimulus: President Rouhani has 
announced economic measures 
designed to ease the pressure on 
families and businesses. These 
include postponing health insurance, 
tax and utility bill payments for the 
next three months. 

Income Support: The government 
has said that it will give cash 
payments to the three million 
poorest Iranians.  

Loan Facilities: Another four million 
households will receive low-interest 
loans, partly subsidized by the 
government. 

Education: The government has closed 
schools and universities.  

Public Gatherings: The government has 
closed shrines and banned cultural and 
religious gatherings. 

Y https://www.foxnews
.com/world/iran-
coronavirus-deaths-
jump

https://www.bbc.co
m/news/world-
middle-east-
51642926

https://www.nytimes
.com/2020/03/17/wo
rld/middleeast/coron
avirus-iran-
rouhani.html

https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/travel/notices/warning/coronavirus-iran
https://www.foxnews.com/world/iran-coronavirus-deaths-jump
https://www.foxnews.com/world/iran-coronavirus-deaths-jump
https://www.foxnews.com/world/iran-coronavirus-deaths-jump
https://www.foxnews.com/world/iran-coronavirus-deaths-jump
https://www.foxnews.com/world/iran-coronavirus-deaths-jump
https://www.foxnews.com/world/iran-coronavirus-deaths-jump
https://www.foxnews.com/world/iran-coronavirus-deaths-jump
https://www.foxnews.com/world/iran-coronavirus-deaths-jump
https://www.foxnews.com/world/iran-coronavirus-deaths-jump
https://www.foxnews.com/world/iran-coronavirus-deaths-jump
https://www.foxnews.com/world/iran-coronavirus-deaths-jump
https://www.foxnews.com/world/iran-coronavirus-deaths-jump
https://www.foxnews.com/world/iran-coronavirus-deaths-jump
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21) Ireland Level 3 The Minister for Finance, Paschal 
Dohohue, announced measures to 
help people deal with the financial 
strain of COVID-19. These measures 
include: 

Loan Facilities: flexible arrangements 
for business and personal customers 
with their banks - including 3-month 
payment breaks where necessary 
(customers are advised to contact 
their bank); and contactless 
payments to increase to €50 in the 
interests of public health policy 
making sure that people can 
continue to access banking services. 

Income Support: The government 
has announced a National COVID-19 
Income Support Scheme. This will 
provide financial support to Irish 
workers and companies affected by 
the crisis. Measures include: 

-a temporary wage subsidy of 70% of 
take home pay up to a maximum weekly 
tax-free amount of €410 per week to 
help affected companies keep paying 
their employees. This is the equivalent of 
€500 per week before tax.  
-workers who have lost their jobs due to 
the crisis will receive an enhanced 
emergency COVID-19 Pandemic 
Unemployment Payment of €350 per 
week (an increase from €203)

-the COVID-19 illness payment will 
also be increased to €350 per week 
the self-employed will be eligible for 
the COVID-19 Pandemic  
-unemployment Payment of €350 
directly from the Department of 
Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(rather than the Revenue scheme) 
enhanced protections for people facing 
difficulties with their mortgages, rent or 
utility bills 

The government announced that until March 
29, 2020: 

Education: schools, colleges and childcare 
facilities will close from tomorrow (Friday) 

Public Gatherings: indoor mass gatherings of 
100 people or more and outdoor mass 
gatherings of more than 500 people should 
be cancelled all State-run cultural institutions 
will close 

Business Closures: All pubs are closed.  

Y https://www.gov.ie/e
n/news/7e0924-
latest-updates-on-
covid-19-
coronavirus/#march-
1-23

https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/travel/notices/warning/coronavirus-united-kingdom-ireland
https://www.gov.ie/en/news/7e0924-latest-updates-on-covid-19-coronavirus/#march-1-23
https://www.gov.ie/en/news/7e0924-latest-updates-on-covid-19-coronavirus/#march-1-23
https://www.gov.ie/en/news/7e0924-latest-updates-on-covid-19-coronavirus/#march-1-23
https://www.gov.ie/en/news/7e0924-latest-updates-on-covid-19-coronavirus/#march-1-23
https://www.gov.ie/en/news/7e0924-latest-updates-on-covid-19-coronavirus/#march-1-23
https://www.gov.ie/en/news/7e0924-latest-updates-on-covid-19-coronavirus/#march-1-23
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22) Israel Level 3 Government has announced steps it 
will take:  

Health: Allocation of necessary 
resources required to maintain the 
public 

Civil needs: Public order, essential 
food and services, civil society 

Businesses: Reduction of costs for 
businesses and provision of special 
assistance to self-employed 

Credits: Provision of access to credit 
for businesses 

Social Security: Expansion of social 
security nets 

Infrastructure: Promotion of 
accelerated economic growth 
infrastructures 

Public Sector: Continuation of work 
within a State of Emergency and steps to 
promote efficiency 

Gatherings: Any gathering of more than 10 
people is not permitted. 

Travel Restrictions: All international 
conferences in Israel are prohibited. 
As of March 12, foreign nationals are banned 
from entering the country. The government 
will make an exception for foreigners who 
can prove they have a place where they can 
self-quarantine for two weeks. However, that 
exception does not include foreign nationals 
from China, South Korea, Thailand, Italy, 
Macao, Singapore, Hong Kong, Japan and 
Egypt. 

Business Closures: Certain commercial 
establishments, including shopping malls and 
restaurants, are closed. All education 
institutions are closed. 

N https://www.gov.il/e
n/departments/news
/press_16032020_b

https://govextra.gov.i
l/ministry-of-
health/corona/coron
a-virus-
en/guidelines/#lockd
own

https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/travel/notices/warning/coronavirus-israel
https://www.gov.il/en/departments/news/press_16032020_b
https://www.gov.il/en/departments/news/press_16032020_b
https://www.gov.il/en/departments/news/press_16032020_b
https://www.gov.il/en/departments/news/press_16032020_b
https://www.gov.il/en/departments/news/press_16032020_b
https://www.gov.il/en/departments/news/press_16032020_b
https://www.gov.il/en/departments/news/press_16032020_b
https://www.gov.il/en/departments/news/press_16032020_b
https://www.gov.il/en/departments/news/press_16032020_b
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23) Italy Level 3 Stimulus: Italy adopted an 
emergency decree worth 25 billion 
euros ($28 billion) to support its 
economy. 

Financial Support: 
Italy notified to the Commission a 
€50 million support scheme for the 
production and supply of medical 
devices and personal protection 
equipment under the Temporary 
Framework. 

The scheme aims at increasing the 
market output of such devices and 
protection equipment, which has 
proven to be insufficient as a result 
of the peak in demand arising from 
the Coronavirus outbreak. 

Business Closures: On March 23, 2020, Italy 
ordered all non-essential businesses to close 
until at least April 3, 2020. The government 
designated 80 sectors as essential, including 
food, pharmaceuticals, transport and 
accommodation.  

Travel Restrictions: Italians are also banned 
from moving across municipalities other than 
for “non-deferrable and proven business or 
health reasons or other urgent matters. 

Y https://www.thelocal
.it/20200323/busines
ses-that-can-stay-
open-under-italy-
latest-quarantine-
rules

https://ec.europa.eu/
commission/presscor
ner/detail/en/ip_20_
507

https://www.theguar
dian.com/world/2020
/mar/22/italian-pm-
warns-of-worst-crisis-
since-ww2-as-
coronavirus-deaths-
leap-by-almost-800

https://www.cnbc.co
m/2020/03/16/italy-
supports-coronavirus-
hit-economy-pm-
hails-italian-
model.html

https://www.thelocal.it/20200323/businesses-that-can-stay-open-under-italy-latest-quarantine-rules
https://www.thelocal.it/20200323/businesses-that-can-stay-open-under-italy-latest-quarantine-rules
https://www.thelocal.it/20200323/businesses-that-can-stay-open-under-italy-latest-quarantine-rules
https://www.thelocal.it/20200323/businesses-that-can-stay-open-under-italy-latest-quarantine-rules
https://www.thelocal.it/20200323/businesses-that-can-stay-open-under-italy-latest-quarantine-rules
https://www.thelocal.it/20200323/businesses-that-can-stay-open-under-italy-latest-quarantine-rules
https://www.thelocal.it/20200323/businesses-that-can-stay-open-under-italy-latest-quarantine-rules
https://www.thelocal.it/20200323/businesses-that-can-stay-open-under-italy-latest-quarantine-rules
https://www.thelocal.it/20200323/businesses-that-can-stay-open-under-italy-latest-quarantine-rules
https://www.thelocal.it/20200323/businesses-that-can-stay-open-under-italy-latest-quarantine-rules
https://www.thelocal.it/20200323/businesses-that-can-stay-open-under-italy-latest-quarantine-rules
https://www.thelocal.it/20200323/businesses-that-can-stay-open-under-italy-latest-quarantine-rules
https://www.thelocal.it/20200323/businesses-that-can-stay-open-under-italy-latest-quarantine-rules
https://www.thelocal.it/20200323/businesses-that-can-stay-open-under-italy-latest-quarantine-rules
https://www.thelocal.it/20200323/businesses-that-can-stay-open-under-italy-latest-quarantine-rules
https://www.thelocal.it/20200323/businesses-that-can-stay-open-under-italy-latest-quarantine-rules
https://www.thelocal.it/20200323/businesses-that-can-stay-open-under-italy-latest-quarantine-rules
https://www.thelocal.it/20200323/businesses-that-can-stay-open-under-italy-latest-quarantine-rules
https://www.thelocal.it/20200323/businesses-that-can-stay-open-under-italy-latest-quarantine-rules
https://www.thelocal.it/20200323/businesses-that-can-stay-open-under-italy-latest-quarantine-rules
https://www.thelocal.it/20200323/businesses-that-can-stay-open-under-italy-latest-quarantine-rules
https://www.thelocal.it/20200323/businesses-that-can-stay-open-under-italy-latest-quarantine-rules
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COVID-19 Foreign Government Measures Guide*  

Updated as of March 27, 2020 

Page 24 of 62 Updated as of March 27, 2020 

Country 
Travel 
Risk1 Economic Measures Labor & Employment Measures Health & Safety Measures 

Export Controls on Medical 
Supplies (Y/N) 

Resources 

24) Japan Level 3 Loan Facilities: In mid-February the 
first phase of emergency measures 
featured 500 billion yen ($4.5 billion) 
in low-interest, collateral-free 
emergency loans aimed toward 
struggling small- to medium-sized 
businesses in the tourism industry.  

Financial support: The second round 
of stimulus, announced on March 10, 
expanded financing support to other 
virus-hit sectors such as hospitality 
and manufacturing. 

Income Support: Government has 
pledged support to parents taking a 
break from work to look after their 
children during school closures, 
offering a daily subsidy of 4,100 yen 
while also calling for utility payments 
to be deferred for one month for low 
income households. 

Travel Restrictions: 
Specific travel restrictions in place to certain 
countries and regions.

Public Gatherings: Public gatherings have 
been discouraged throughout Japan. 

Education: All of Japan's elementary, junior 
high and high schools are closed from March 
2 until the end of their school year at the end 
of March.  

N https://www.japan.tr
avel/en/coronavirus/

https://thehill.com/p
olicy/healthcare/publ
ic-global-
health/484899-
japans-leader-calls-
for-schools-to-close-
for-month-due

https://thediplomat.c
om/2020/03/japan-
mulling-additional-
coronavirus-
economic-rescue-
measures/

https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/travel/notices/warning/coronavirus-japan
https://www.japan.travel/en/coronavirus/
https://www.japan.travel/en/coronavirus/
https://www.japan.travel/en/coronavirus/
https://www.japan.travel/en/coronavirus/
https://www.japan.travel/en/coronavirus/
https://www.japan.travel/en/coronavirus/
https://www.japan.travel/en/coronavirus/
https://www.japan.travel/en/coronavirus/
https://www.japan.travel/en/coronavirus/
https://www.japan.travel/en/coronavirus/
https://www.japan.travel/en/coronavirus/
https://www.japan.travel/en/coronavirus/
https://www.japan.travel/en/coronavirus/
https://www.japan.travel/en/coronavirus/
https://www.japan.travel/en/coronavirus/
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25) Latvia Level 3 Financial stimulus: The Latvian 
Parliament voted on a financial relief 
package, setting aside more than 2 
billion euros to mitigate the 
economic effects of the coronavirus 
outbreak. 

Postpone taxes and access funding: 
Companies and their employees in 
the most affected sectors, will be 
able to postpone tax payments and 
get access to funding and 
employment benefits. 

Loan Facilities: Latvia notified to the 
Commission a subsidized loan 
scheme and a loan guarantee 
scheme for companies affected by 
the coronavirus outbreak under the 
Temporary Framework from the 
State budget and the rest from the 
international financial institutions.  

Education: On-site learning is terminated in 
all educational establishments. 

Public gatherings: Public gatherings of more 
than 200 people are banned. 

Y https://www.reuters.
com/article/us-
health-coronavirus-
lithuania/lithuania-
and-latvia-close-
schools-ban-large-
public-gatherings-
over-coronavirus-
idUSKBN20Z25W

https://ec.europa.eu/
commission/presscor
ner/detail/en/IP_20_
508

https://www.nytimes
.com/reuters/2020/0
3/20/world/asia/20re
uters-health-
coronavirus-
latvia.html

https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-lithuania/lithuania-and-latvia-close-schools-ban-large-public-gatherings-over-coronavirus-idUSKBN20Z25W
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-lithuania/lithuania-and-latvia-close-schools-ban-large-public-gatherings-over-coronavirus-idUSKBN20Z25W
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-lithuania/lithuania-and-latvia-close-schools-ban-large-public-gatherings-over-coronavirus-idUSKBN20Z25W
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-lithuania/lithuania-and-latvia-close-schools-ban-large-public-gatherings-over-coronavirus-idUSKBN20Z25W
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-lithuania/lithuania-and-latvia-close-schools-ban-large-public-gatherings-over-coronavirus-idUSKBN20Z25W
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-lithuania/lithuania-and-latvia-close-schools-ban-large-public-gatherings-over-coronavirus-idUSKBN20Z25W
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-lithuania/lithuania-and-latvia-close-schools-ban-large-public-gatherings-over-coronavirus-idUSKBN20Z25W
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-lithuania/lithuania-and-latvia-close-schools-ban-large-public-gatherings-over-coronavirus-idUSKBN20Z25W
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26) Liechtenstein Level 3  Travel restrictions: There is a ban on non-
essential travel to all Schengen states which 
includes land and air entry. 

Entry restrictions were extended to all third 
countries outside the EU/Schengen. 

Y https://ch.usembassy
.gov/covid-19-info/

27) Lithuania Level 3 Financial stimulus: The Lithuanian 
government endorsed a 2.5-billion-
euro economic stimulus plan, which 
includes subsidies to preserve jobs, 
as well as tax delays. 

Travel Restrictions: Lithuania reintroduced 
borders at the EU’s internal borders with 
Poland and Latvia on March 16, 2020.  

Foreigners banned from entering the country 
as of March 15, with the exception of 
individuals with a residence permit, 
diplomatic workers and NATO troops. 

Business Closures: The country has been on 
partial lock-down since March 13 with other 
measures including the closure of schools, 
bans on large public gatherings and, from 
March 16, the closure of shops, restaurants 
and pubs, except grocery stores and 
pharmacies, until at least March 27. 

Education: Schools and kindergartens are 
closed.  

Public Gatherings: Public gatherings of more 
than 100 people are banned. 

Y https://www.reuters.
com/article/us-
health-coronavirus-
lithuania/lithuania-
and-latvia-close-
schools-ban-large-
public-gatherings-
over-coronavirus-
idUSKBN20Z25W

https://ch.usembassy.gov/covid-19-info/
https://ch.usembassy.gov/covid-19-info/
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28) Luxembourg Level 3 Tax: The deadline for filing taxes will 
be extended.  

Financial support: Luxembourg 
notified to the Commission a scheme 
for companies affected by the 
coronavirus outbreak under the 
Temporary Framework that aims at 
supporting companies, as well as 
liberal professions, affected by the 
economic impact of the coronavirus 
outbreak. The support takes the form 
of a repayable advance granted in 
one or more instalments to allow 
beneficiaries to face their operating 
costs in the difficult situation caused 
by the coronavirus outbreak. 

Business Closures: The government closed all 
bars, restaurants, and nightclubs. The 
establishments in question will be required to 
shut down. They will remain closed until 
further notice. Restaurants can nevertheless 
still deliver food to customers. 

Pharmacies, telecommunications services, 
service stations, laundry, cleaning and funeral 
services, opticians, and newsagent's shops 
will not be closed. Animal feed stores, hotels, 
distributors of medical and sanitary material, 
as well as finance and insurance institutions 
will also remain open. 

Y https://today.rtl.lu/n
ews/luxembourg/a/1
483941.html

https://ec.europa.eu/
commission/presscor
ner/detail/en/ip_20_
516

https://today.rtl.lu/news/luxembourg/a/1483941.html
https://today.rtl.lu/news/luxembourg/a/1483941.html
https://today.rtl.lu/news/luxembourg/a/1483941.html
https://today.rtl.lu/news/luxembourg/a/1483941.html
https://today.rtl.lu/news/luxembourg/a/1483941.html
https://today.rtl.lu/news/luxembourg/a/1483941.html
https://today.rtl.lu/news/luxembourg/a/1483941.html
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29) Malaysia Level 3 Restructuring and rescheduling of 
loans 
The government has asked financial 
institutions to provide financial relief 
to borrowers by rescheduling or 
restructuring loans, as well as 
offering payment moratoriums. The 
exemption is given from March 1, 
2020, until December 31, 2020. 

Assisting the cashflow of small and 
medium-sized enterprises 
Bank Negara Malaysia (BNM), the 
country’s central bank, will provide 
loans for small and medium-sized 
enterprises (SMEs). The funds will be 
distributed through commercial 
banks at an interest rate capped at 
3.75 percent per annum. 

Each SME will be eligible to receive 
up to 1 million ringgit (US$226,000) 
with a tenure of 5.5 years – this 
includes a 6-months payment 
moratorium. The government will 
provide banks with an 80 percent 
guarantee on the loans. 

Tax exemptions and deferments 
Travel agencies, hotels, airlines, as 
well as businesses in the tourism 
industry, will be given a deferment of 
their monthly tax installments for six 
months. Government has prepared a 

Employee contributions 
Reducing the employee contribution 
towards the Employee Provident Fund 
(EPF), a compulsory saving and 
retirement plan for private-sector 
workers in Malaysia from 11% to 4%. 

Extra funding for skills training 
The government will provide 100 million 
ringgit (US$45 million) to help businesses 
affected by COVID-19 to upgrade the 
skills of its workers. This includes for 
sectors, such as retail, hospitality, and 
tourism in addition to electrical, 
electronic, and automotive 
manufacturing. 

Another 50 million ringgit (US$11 million) 
will be provided to finance short courses, 
in particular, to improve the digital skills 
of employees, and 20 million ringgit 
(US$4.5 million) will be allocated to fund 
short courses for employees in the 
manufacturing sector. 

Business Closures: All religious institutions, 
schools, businesses and government offices 
will be shut until March 31. All mass 
gatherings will be banned and only essential 
services including supermarkets, banks, gas 
stations and pharmacies will be allowed to 
stay open. 

Travel Restrictions: Malaysians will not be 
allowed to travel overseas, and all foreign 
visitors will be banned. All Malaysians 
returning from overseas will have to self-
quarantine for 14 days. 

Y https://abcnews.go.c
om/Health/wireStory
/malaysia-bans-mass-
gatherings-shuts-
businesses-69620354 

https://www.aseanbr
iefing.com/news/mal
aysia-issues-stimulus-
package-combat-
covid-19-impact/

https://www.cnn.co
m/2020/03/17/asia/c
oronavirus-covid-19-
update-intl-
hnk/index.html

https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/travel/notices/warning/coronavirus-malaysia
https://abcnews.go.com/Health/wireStory/malaysia-bans-mass-gatherings-shuts-businesses-69620354
https://abcnews.go.com/Health/wireStory/malaysia-bans-mass-gatherings-shuts-businesses-69620354
https://abcnews.go.com/Health/wireStory/malaysia-bans-mass-gatherings-shuts-businesses-69620354
https://abcnews.go.com/Health/wireStory/malaysia-bans-mass-gatherings-shuts-businesses-69620354
https://abcnews.go.com/Health/wireStory/malaysia-bans-mass-gatherings-shuts-businesses-69620354
https://www.aseanbriefing.com/news/malaysia-issues-stimulus-package-combat-covid-19-impact/
https://www.aseanbriefing.com/news/malaysia-issues-stimulus-package-combat-covid-19-impact/
https://www.aseanbriefing.com/news/malaysia-issues-stimulus-package-combat-covid-19-impact/
https://www.aseanbriefing.com/news/malaysia-issues-stimulus-package-combat-covid-19-impact/
https://www.aseanbriefing.com/news/malaysia-issues-stimulus-package-combat-covid-19-impact/
https://www.cnn.com/2020/03/17/asia/coronavirus-covid-19-update-intl-hnk/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2020/03/17/asia/coronavirus-covid-19-update-intl-hnk/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2020/03/17/asia/coronavirus-covid-19-update-intl-hnk/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2020/03/17/asia/coronavirus-covid-19-update-intl-hnk/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2020/03/17/asia/coronavirus-covid-19-update-intl-hnk/index.html
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200 million ringgit 500 million ringgit 
(US$43 million) micro-credit scheme 
for small businesses in the tourism 
industry. Hotels will also be exempt 
from service tax until August 31, 
2020. The government will offer 
travel discount vouchers per person, 
starting March 2020; and 
increase tourism Malaysian tourism 
in the Middle East, Europe, ASEAN, 
and South Asia. 

Financial assistance 
Financial assistance to low-income 
households. Low-income households 
will begin receiving a monthly 
payment of 200 ringgit (US$45) 
scheduled for May to be paid in 
March. Families will also receive an 
additional one-off payment of 100 
ringgit (US$22). 

Infrastructure 
Implementing small scale 
infrastructure projects maintaining 
roads, bridges, streetlights, drainage 
systems, and water supplies, among 
others, at the federal, state, and local 
government level.  

Agrofood 
BNM has allocated a loan scheme for 
SMEs involved in the food production 
industry and SMEs in the agriculture 
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sector. This fund will be used to 
enable SMEs to sell their products on 
e-commerce platforms and therefore 
to a larger pool of consumers. 

Sales tax and import duty 
exemption on equipment and 
machinery 
This incentive is exclusive for port 
operators who need to import 
machinery or equipment, used in 
port operations.  
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30) Mexico Level 2 Pension: On March 18, López 
Obrador said senior citizens would 
get an advance on their next pension 
deposits, receiving two payments 
instead of one.  

Loan Facilities: On March 24, López 
Obrador announced plans to extend 
1 million no- or low-interest loans to 
small businesses to support them 
through the crisis.  

Education: Schools closed from March 20 
through April 20.  

Travel Restrictions: The U.S. and Mexican 
governments announced that they will 
restrict nonessential travel across their 
shared border starting on March 22, although 
commerce will continue.  

Business Closures: On March 22 Mexico City 
Mayor Claudia Sheinbaum announced the 
closing of theaters, cinemas, gyms, bars, and 
other spaces where groups larger than 50 
people tend to convene until April 19.  

Jalisco announced a five-day quarantine. 
Other state and local shutdowns. 

Public Gatherings: On March 24, the 
government said it will suspend all public and 
private gatherings of 100 people or more for 
the coming month, along with work activities 
that would require people to travel.  

N https://www.as-
coa.org/articles/wher
e-coronavirus-latin-
america

https://www.as-coa.org/articles/where-coronavirus-latin-america
https://www.as-coa.org/articles/where-coronavirus-latin-america
https://www.as-coa.org/articles/where-coronavirus-latin-america
https://www.as-coa.org/articles/where-coronavirus-latin-america
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31) Netherlands  Level 2 Tax Payment Deferral: Dutch 
entrepreneurs affected by the 
economic consequences of COVID-19 
may apply for an extraordinary 
deferral of payment for the levying of 
taxes or may request a reduced 
provisional income tax or corporate 
income tax assessment. 

Unemployment insurance: Employers 
can apply with the Employee Insurance 
Agency for a compensation of the wage 
costs for its employees up to a maximum 
of 90% depending on the loss of 
turnover. The compensation can be 
requested for loss of turnover as of 1 
March 2020 and for a period of three 
months with a possibility for an 
extension – potentially on other 
conditions – for another three months. 

Independent Contractors: For 
independent workers an emergency 
social assistance benefit has been 
introduced. With this measure, 
independent workers may receive 
additional income support for living 
expenses. The emergency social 
assistance benefit will supplement the 
statutory social minimum. 

Childcare for Key Workers: Childcare will 
be provided for the children of key 
workers at no extra cost, so that these 
parents can continue going to work. Key 
workers are people who work in 
healthcare, public transport, the police 
and fire services and other crucial 
sectors.  

Business closures: All establishments serving 
food and drink will be closed to April 
6(inclusive). Sports clubs, gyms, saunas, sex 
clubs and coffee shops will also remain closed 
to April 6(inclusive). Schools and childcare 
centres will remain closed from Monday 
March 16 to April 6 (inclusive). 

Public gatherings: All gatherings of more than 
100 people have been cancelled. This 
includes the closure of public places such as 
museums, concert venues, theatres, sports 
clubs and the cancellation of sports events. 

Y https://www.govern
ment.nl/topics/coron
avirus-covid-
19/tackling-new-
coronavirus-in-the-
netherlands

https://www.natlawr
eview.com/article/co
ronavirus-disease-
2019-covid-19-dutch-
government-issues-
emergency-measures

https://www.government.nl/topics/coronavirus-covid-19/tackling-new-coronavirus-in-the-netherlands
https://www.government.nl/topics/coronavirus-covid-19/tackling-new-coronavirus-in-the-netherlands
https://www.government.nl/topics/coronavirus-covid-19/tackling-new-coronavirus-in-the-netherlands
https://www.government.nl/topics/coronavirus-covid-19/tackling-new-coronavirus-in-the-netherlands
https://www.government.nl/topics/coronavirus-covid-19/tackling-new-coronavirus-in-the-netherlands
https://www.government.nl/topics/coronavirus-covid-19/tackling-new-coronavirus-in-the-netherlands
https://www.natlawreview.com/article/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19-dutch-government-issues-emergency-measures
https://www.natlawreview.com/article/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19-dutch-government-issues-emergency-measures
https://www.natlawreview.com/article/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19-dutch-government-issues-emergency-measures
https://www.natlawreview.com/article/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19-dutch-government-issues-emergency-measures
https://www.natlawreview.com/article/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19-dutch-government-issues-emergency-measures
https://www.natlawreview.com/article/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19-dutch-government-issues-emergency-measures
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32) Norway Level 3 Corporate tax: Change corporate tax 
regulations so that companies that 
are lossmaking can re-allocate their 
loss towards previous years’ taxed 
surplus; and owners of lossmaking 
companies can postpone payments 
of wealth tax. 
Postpone the deadline for payment 
of the second tax installment for 
companies from 15 April to 1 
September 2020. 
Postpone the deadline for payment 
of employers' contributions from 15 
May to 15 August 2020. 

Loan facilities: Introduce a state 
guarantee scheme for new bank 
loans to small and medium-sized 
enterprises suffering losses because 
of the extraordinary situation arising 
from the pandemic.  

Bond funds: Reinstate the 
Government Bond Fund to increase 
liquidity and access to capital in the 
Norwegian bond market, where 
larger companies typically raise their 
funding. The Fund will provide up to 
NOK 50 billion, to be invested in 
bonds issued by Norwegian 
companies. 

Layoffs: 
Reduced the number of days that 
employers are obliged to pay salary to 
workers at temporary lay-offs, from 15 to 
2 days. 

Remove the three waiting days between 
the period when employers have to 
provide salary to workers in temporary 
layoffs and the period when the workers 
are entitled to daily unemployment 
benefits. 

Travel restrictions: 
Foreign nationals without a residence permit 
may be rejected for reasons of public health, 
due to outbreaks of the hazardous and widely 
infectious disease COVID-19.  

On March 20th the government introduced a 
ban on overnight stays in holiday properties 
outside your own municipality.  

Business Closures:  
Sports events and organized sports activities, 
both indoors and outdoors 
All establishments in the hospitality industry, 
restaurants, bars, pubs and nightclubs, except 
for eating places where food is distributed 
that can ensure visitors to keep at least 1 
meter distance from each other.  
Gyms 
Hairdressing services, skin care, massage and 
body care, tattooing, piercing, etc. 
Swimming pools, water parks, etc. 
Physiotherapists and manual therapists, 
chiropractors, opticians, etc. (changed 
16.03.20) 
Other service providers outside the specialist 
health service that offer services that are not 
considered necessary health care, where the 
service involves physical contact with persons 
less than two meters away and with a 
duration of more than 15 minutes (changed 
16.03.20). 

N https://www.regjerin
gen.no/en/aktuelt/ec
onomic-measures-in-
norway-in-response-
to-covid-
19/id2694274/

https://www.regjerin
gen.no/en/dokument
er/g-42020--entry-
into-force-of-the-
regulations-relating-
to-rejection-etc.-of-
foreign-nationals-
without-a-residence-
permit-in-the-realm-
out-of-concern-for-
public-
health/id2693698/

https://helsenorge.no
/coronavirus/events-
and-activities

https://www.regjeringen.no/en/aktuelt/economic-measures-in-norway-in-response-to-covid-19/id2694274/
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https://www.regjeringen.no/en/dokumenter/g-42020--entry-into-force-of-the-regulations-relating-to-rejection-etc.-of-foreign-nationals-without-a-residence-permit-in-the-realm-out-of-concern-for-public-health/id2693698/
https://helsenorge.no/coronavirus/events-and-activities
https://helsenorge.no/coronavirus/events-and-activities
https://helsenorge.no/coronavirus/events-and-activities
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33) Poland Companies liquidity credit  
To assure liquidity of firms, the 
government will institute: deferral of 
tax and social security contribution 
payments and extend de minimis 
guarantees of BGK development 
bank to generate bank credit.  
Also, the PFR will increase capital in 
selected enterprises, while the 
Industry Development Agency is to 
support transport companies facing 
difficulties with operational leasing 
payments. Firms are to benefit from 
favorable CIT settlement rules. 

Loan facilities / Bon market: NBP cut 
interest rates and reduced minimum 
reserve requirements by PLN40bn of 
cash. The central bank conducted 
repo operation of PLN7.5bn to 
stabilize the secondary T-bond 
market. No changes to the banking 
tax. Therefore, commercial banks 
should have an incentive for POLGBs 
purchases. 

New public investment fund 
PLN30bn (c.1.5% GDP). Projects 
should be related to infrastructural 
spending, energy transition and 
digitalization. 

Subsidies:  
Polish government will compensate lost 
salaries in companies which recorded a 
deep decline in revenues of 25% within 
30 days and 15% in two months. The 
state will cover 40% of lost salaries up to 
the level of average wage in the 
economy, and 40% is to be covered by 
the employers. 

Firms which had to close their business 
activity, for example due to quarantines, 
will be able to reduce wages by 50%, and 
will be funded from the extra budgetary 
fund. 

Those self-employed and employed on 
civil contracts are to get one-off benefits 
of around PLN2,000. 

Border closures: Poland closed its borders, 
banned public gatherings of over 50 people 
and closed shopping malls. 

Flight ban: While the government banned all 
passenger flights starting from Sunday (15 
March) for 14 days, it also closed the border 
for the same amount of days and Polish 
citizens entering the country from abroad will 
be quarantined for 14 days. 

Business closures: Poland closed all schools, 
universities, kindergartens, cinemas, theatres 
and art galleries for two weeks in response to 
the coronavirus outbreak. Restaurants will 
still be able to offer take-away meals and 
delivery. 

Y 

Poland adopted measures on 5 
March, limiting export and intra-
community transfer from the 
territory of Poland of medicinal 
products and medical equipment 
that may become unavailable on the 
Polish market. These include 
(amongst others) medicinal 
products used against flu, as well as 
other medical equipment, including 
masks, injection needles, medical 
caps, surgical gowns, and other 
surgical garments. Export of these 
products is allowed only subject to 
the consent of the Main 
Pharmaceutical Inspector. 

https://home.kpmg/c
ontent/dam/kpmg/pl
/pdf/2020/03/pl-en-
tax-alert-kpmg-2020-
03-16-state-of-
epidemic-threat-in-
poland-restrictions-
introduced.pdf

https://www.euractiv
.com/section/health-
consumers/short_ne
ws/update-poland-
covid-19/

https://think.ing.com
/articles/poland-anti-
crisis-program-of-9of-
gdp-3-are-new-
spending/

34) Portugal Level 3  Support for the maintenance of 
employment contracts in companies in a 

Travel restrictions:  Y https://www.garrigue
s.com/en_GB/new/co

https://home.kpmg/content/dam/kpmg/pl/pdf/2020/03/pl-en-tax-alert-kpmg-2020-03-16-state-of-epidemic-threat-in-poland-restrictions-introduced.pdf
https://home.kpmg/content/dam/kpmg/pl/pdf/2020/03/pl-en-tax-alert-kpmg-2020-03-16-state-of-epidemic-threat-in-poland-restrictions-introduced.pdf
https://home.kpmg/content/dam/kpmg/pl/pdf/2020/03/pl-en-tax-alert-kpmg-2020-03-16-state-of-epidemic-threat-in-poland-restrictions-introduced.pdf
https://home.kpmg/content/dam/kpmg/pl/pdf/2020/03/pl-en-tax-alert-kpmg-2020-03-16-state-of-epidemic-threat-in-poland-restrictions-introduced.pdf
https://home.kpmg/content/dam/kpmg/pl/pdf/2020/03/pl-en-tax-alert-kpmg-2020-03-16-state-of-epidemic-threat-in-poland-restrictions-introduced.pdf
https://home.kpmg/content/dam/kpmg/pl/pdf/2020/03/pl-en-tax-alert-kpmg-2020-03-16-state-of-epidemic-threat-in-poland-restrictions-introduced.pdf
https://home.kpmg/content/dam/kpmg/pl/pdf/2020/03/pl-en-tax-alert-kpmg-2020-03-16-state-of-epidemic-threat-in-poland-restrictions-introduced.pdf
https://home.kpmg/content/dam/kpmg/pl/pdf/2020/03/pl-en-tax-alert-kpmg-2020-03-16-state-of-epidemic-threat-in-poland-restrictions-introduced.pdf
https://www.euractiv.com/section/health-consumers/short_news/update-poland-covid-19/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/health-consumers/short_news/update-poland-covid-19/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/health-consumers/short_news/update-poland-covid-19/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/health-consumers/short_news/update-poland-covid-19/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/health-consumers/short_news/update-poland-covid-19/
https://think.ing.com/articles/poland-anti-crisis-program-of-9of-gdp-3-are-new-spending/
https://think.ing.com/articles/poland-anti-crisis-program-of-9of-gdp-3-are-new-spending/
https://think.ing.com/articles/poland-anti-crisis-program-of-9of-gdp-3-are-new-spending/
https://think.ing.com/articles/poland-anti-crisis-program-of-9of-gdp-3-are-new-spending/
https://think.ing.com/articles/poland-anti-crisis-program-of-9of-gdp-3-are-new-spending/
https://www.garrigues.com/en_GB/new/covid-19-portugal-approves-extraordinary-measures-employees-and-employers
https://www.garrigues.com/en_GB/new/covid-19-portugal-approves-extraordinary-measures-employees-and-employers
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situation of business crisis, defined, as (i) 
the total stoppage of the company's or 
establishment's activity resulting from 
the interruption of global supply chains, 
the suspension or cancellation of orders, 
or (ii) the abrupt and sharp drop of at 
least 40% in invoicing, with reference to 
the same period of three months ago, or, 
for those who started the activity less 
than 12 months ago, the average of that 
period. Access to the measures depends 
on the employer having the tax and 
social security situations regularized 
before the Social Security and the Tax 
and Customs Authority. 

Subsidies:  
Employer: During the period of 
application of this measure, the social 
security system shall guarantee payment 
of 70 % of the remuneration of two 
thirds of the gross monthly remuneration 
up to a maximum of three months (EUR 
1,905.00); 
Employee: During the period of 
application of this measure, the social 
security system shall guarantee payment 
to laid off employees corresponding to 
one third of the employee’s base pay for 
the first quarter of 2020, where no 
alternative form of work, namely 
teleworking, was possible. 

Skills training:

The suspension of most international flights 
to and from Portugal. This does not currently 
apply to flights to/from the United States 
within Continental Portugal. 
Travel Restrictions: All air and land borders 
with Spain are closed to tourism and leisure 
travelers. A bar on the entry of foreign cruise 
ship passengers. 

Public Gatherings: 
The prohibition on the public consumption of 
alcohol. The closure of all beaches to groups 
of over 5 people. The suspension of events 
with more than 100 people. 

Business Closures:  

The closure of bars, discos, and similar 
establishments. The Regional Government 

of Madeira announced the suspension of all 
tourism and recreational activities. Museums, 
theaters, pools, and other public and private 
institutions have been closed in many 
municipalities around the country.  

vid-19-portugal-
approves-
extraordinary-
measures-employees-
and-employers

Official Gazette, 
Decree-Law n.º 10-
A/2020 and 
Resolution of the 
Council of Ministers 
n.º 10-A/2020, as well 
as Ordinance n.º 71-
A/2020, of March 
15th 2020 

https://pt.usembassy.
gov/covid-19-
information/

https://www.garrigues.com/en_GB/new/covid-19-portugal-approves-extraordinary-measures-employees-and-employers
https://www.garrigues.com/en_GB/new/covid-19-portugal-approves-extraordinary-measures-employees-and-employers
https://www.garrigues.com/en_GB/new/covid-19-portugal-approves-extraordinary-measures-employees-and-employers
https://www.garrigues.com/en_GB/new/covid-19-portugal-approves-extraordinary-measures-employees-and-employers
https://www.garrigues.com/en_GB/new/covid-19-portugal-approves-extraordinary-measures-employees-and-employers
https://pt.usembassy.gov/covid-19-information/
https://pt.usembassy.gov/covid-19-information/
https://pt.usembassy.gov/covid-19-information/
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Employer: Companies which do not make 
use of the financial support referred 
above may have access to extraordinary 
support for part-time professional 
training of one month's duration. 

Sick Leave: Prophylactic isolation for 14 
days, is treated as sick leave and does 
not require verification of a number of 
requirements. Allowance corresponds to 
100% of the reference pay.  

35) Slovakia Level 3 Business Closures: 
Slovakia also declared a state of emergency, 
ordering the closure of all shops except food 
stores, pharmacies, banks, petrol stations, 
and post offices. 

Travel Restrictions: 
Introduced border checks, stopped 
international travel to and from the country 
and closed schools, along with sport, leisure 
and entertainment centers. 

Y https://news.trust.or
g/item/20200315175
511-9l6ee

https://news.trust.org/item/20200315175511-9l6ee
https://news.trust.org/item/20200315175511-9l6ee
https://news.trust.org/item/20200315175511-9l6ee
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36) Slovenia Level 3  The Slovenian government announced 
this week (March 17, 2020) it was 
drawing up decrees that will include:  
Wages / Pension 
Hourly wages of professionals, such as 
doctors and nurses working to fight the 
epidemic, will be increased by up to 
200%,  
Salaries of government officials will be 
reduced by 30% while the outbreak 
continues. 
Retired people with small pensions will in 
April receive a bonus of up to 300 euros.

Business Closures / Public Gatherings:  
Closed all schools and kindergartens, bars, 
restaurants, hotels, sport centers, shops, 
apart from food shops, cancelled public 
transport, including air traffic, and prohibited 
any socializing in public spaces. 

Y https://www.reuters.
com/article/health-
coronavirus-
slovenia/slovenia-to-
provide-2-billion-
euros-to-help-virus-
hit-economy-
idUSL8N2BH45O

https://www.reuters.com/article/health-coronavirus-slovenia/slovenia-to-provide-2-billion-euros-to-help-virus-hit-economy-idUSL8N2BH45O
https://www.reuters.com/article/health-coronavirus-slovenia/slovenia-to-provide-2-billion-euros-to-help-virus-hit-economy-idUSL8N2BH45O
https://www.reuters.com/article/health-coronavirus-slovenia/slovenia-to-provide-2-billion-euros-to-help-virus-hit-economy-idUSL8N2BH45O
https://www.reuters.com/article/health-coronavirus-slovenia/slovenia-to-provide-2-billion-euros-to-help-virus-hit-economy-idUSL8N2BH45O
https://www.reuters.com/article/health-coronavirus-slovenia/slovenia-to-provide-2-billion-euros-to-help-virus-hit-economy-idUSL8N2BH45O
https://www.reuters.com/article/health-coronavirus-slovenia/slovenia-to-provide-2-billion-euros-to-help-virus-hit-economy-idUSL8N2BH45O
https://www.reuters.com/article/health-coronavirus-slovenia/slovenia-to-provide-2-billion-euros-to-help-virus-hit-economy-idUSL8N2BH45O
https://www.reuters.com/article/health-coronavirus-slovenia/slovenia-to-provide-2-billion-euros-to-help-virus-hit-economy-idUSL8N2BH45O
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37) Spain Level 3 On March 22, 2020, the Spanish 
Government announced the 
implementation of the following 
measures. The declaration of the 
state of alarm for COVID-19 will be 
extended, until April 15th at least - 
(which will require Parliamentary 
approval).  

Increased power for the Ministry of 
Health (MoH): 
MoH has concentrated all the 
authority of the Spanish public health 
institutions in order to monitor and 
manage the current situation and to 
take all measures that it deems 
necessary.  

Critical supplies and direct awards. 
The government has seen a need for 
direct awards of procurement 
contracts to ensure efficient supply 
of the products and services that are 
critical for health care in Spain. 
Contracts can be concluded without 
formal tenders, even orally; hospitals 
and health care authorities are 
dispensed from formal budget 
requirements; and awards are not 
subject to any administrative or 
judicial appeal. 

Price control: Authorities can set the 
maximum retail price for over-the-

Travel Restrictions: Temporary restriction on 
the entry of non-resident or Spanish citizens 
within the Spanish territory during the 
following 30 days. The only people that can 
travel to Spain are Spanish citizens returning 
to Spain, transporters of goods, flight 
personnel, diplomats or people who prove 
causes of force majeure.  

Lockdown: Persons only entitled to leave 
their homes for the acquisition of food and 
pharmaceuticals, travel to workplace, 
assistance to health centers, financial and 
insurance entities and other force majeure 
issues. 

Business Closures:  
The suspension of the opening to the public 
of commercial establishments (with some 
exceptions like those for food and beverages, 
pharmaceutical and medical establishments, 
automotive fuel, tobacco, and technological 
and telecommunications equipment); The 
management of privately-owned health 
centers, services and establishments; and the 
limitation of passengers' transport services. 

Education: The suspension of face-to-face 
educational activities.  

Y 

Seizures and other restrictions to 
free trade. Pharmaceutical and 
medical devices companies with 
plants in Spain should consider that 
the MoH has been given the 
authority to: 
intervene and occupy temporarily 
companies and services in the 
pharmaceutical sector; 
issue temporary orders to ensure 
critical supplies, take control of 
goods and assets of companies, and 
impose obligations required to 
protect public health such as the 
manufacturing and supplying of 
critical products; and, 
restrict companies from selling to 
certain customers to ensure supplies 
needed for public health. 

https://www.jdsupra.
com/legalnews/impa
ct-of-spanish-
government-s-covid-
19-18244/

https://www.jdsupra.com/legalnews/impact-of-spanish-government-s-covid-19-18244/
https://www.jdsupra.com/legalnews/impact-of-spanish-government-s-covid-19-18244/
https://www.jdsupra.com/legalnews/impact-of-spanish-government-s-covid-19-18244/
https://www.jdsupra.com/legalnews/impact-of-spanish-government-s-covid-19-18244/
https://www.jdsupra.com/legalnews/impact-of-spanish-government-s-covid-19-18244/
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counter (OTC) medicinal products 
and medical devices that the public 
needs to protect itself from the 
coronavirus.  

Foreign Investment: The 
government has also approved a 
notable change in foreign investment 
rules as a result of the current crisis: 
a non-EU/EEA investor must now 
obtain government approval for any 
transaction pursuant to which it 
holds 10% or more (or gains control 
over management) of Spanish 
companies that belong to "critical 
sectors" or when public health or 
public security is affected, and the 
same rule applies for investments in 
Spain by sovereign funds and entities 
controlled by foreign governments. 
These "critical sectors" include health 
care infrastructure and biotech 
companies 

38) Sweden Level 3 Loan Facilities:  Sick Pay: Travel Restrictions: Effective March 19, 
Sweden will temporarily ban entry of all 

Y https://www.govern
ment.se/articles/202

https://www.government.se/articles/2020/03/economic-measures-in-response-to-covid-19/
https://www.government.se/articles/2020/03/economic-measures-in-response-to-covid-19/
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Almi Företagspartner AB will receive 
a capital contribution of SEK 3 billion 
to increase its lending to small- and 
medium-sized businesses throughout 
the country.  
The Swedish Export Credit 
Corporation’s credit framework will 
be increased from SEK 125 billion to 
SEK 200 billion and can be used to 
provide both state-supported and 
commercial credit to Swedish export 
companies.  
The Riksbank is loaning up to SEK 500 
billion to companies via the banks to 
safeguard the supply of credit to 
Swedish companies. During the year, 
the Riksbank also intends to buy 
securities for up to an additional SEK 
300 billion. 

Qualifying day for sick pay to be 
discontinued between 11 March and 31 
May in that central government will pay 
sickness benefit for the first day of 
sickness. It is proposed that central 
government assume the entire cost of all 
sick pay during April and May. Self-
employed persons will also be 
compensated in that they can receive 
standardized sick pay for days 1–14. 

Financial Support: Central government 
will cover three quarters of the costs 
when staff working hours are reduced, 
compared with short-time work where 
central government covers one third of 
the costs. This proposal means that 
employers’ wage costs can be halved, 
while employees receive more than 90 
per cent of their wage.  

Deferments: Companies can defer 
payment of employers’ social security 
contributions, preliminary tax on salaries 
and value added tax that are reported 
monthly or quarterly. Companies that 
have paid into their tax account for 
January to March can receive repayment 
of the tax from the Swedish Tax Agency. 

foreign nationals trying to enter Sweden from 
a country not part of the EEA or Switzerland.  

Sweden has shut its borders to non-necessary 
travel. 

Public Gatherings: Gatherings of more than 
500 people have been banned  

Education: Government has advised 
secondary schools and universities to close 
their facilities and conduct classes online. 

0/03/economic-
measures-in-
response-to-covid-
19/

https://www.govern
ment.se/articles/202
0/03/faqs--entry-to-
the-eu-via-sweden-
banned

https://www.government.se/articles/2020/03/economic-measures-in-response-to-covid-19/
https://www.government.se/articles/2020/03/economic-measures-in-response-to-covid-19/
https://www.government.se/articles/2020/03/economic-measures-in-response-to-covid-19/
https://www.government.se/articles/2020/03/economic-measures-in-response-to-covid-19/
https://www.government.se/articles/2020/03/faqs--entry-to-the-eu-via-sweden-banned
https://www.government.se/articles/2020/03/faqs--entry-to-the-eu-via-sweden-banned
https://www.government.se/articles/2020/03/faqs--entry-to-the-eu-via-sweden-banned
https://www.government.se/articles/2020/03/faqs--entry-to-the-eu-via-sweden-banned
https://www.government.se/articles/2020/03/faqs--entry-to-the-eu-via-sweden-banned
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39) Switzerland Level 3 Loan Facilities: To ensure that SMEs 
(individual companies, partnerships, 
legal entities) receive bridging loans 
from the banks, the Federal Council 
will launch a guarantee program 
worth CHF 20 billion. This program 
should build on existing structures of 
the guarantee organizations. 
Affected companies should receive 
loan amounts of up to 10% of sales 
or a maximum of CHF 20 million 
quickly and easily. Amounts of up to 
CHF 0.5 million are to be paid out 
immediately by the banks and 100% 
guaranteed by the federal 
government. 

Deferments: The companies affected 
by the crisis can be granted a 
temporary, interest-free payment 
deferral for social security 
contributions (AHV / IV / EO / ALV). 
The companies also have the option 
of having the amount of regular 
payments on account adjusted to the 
AHV / IV / EO / ALV if the total of 
their wages has decreased 
significantly. The same applies to the 
self-employed.  

Suspension of payments: interest 
rate for VAT, customs duties, special 
consumption taxes and incidental 
taxes will be reduced to 0.0 percent 

Income Support: 
Entitlements to short-time work 
allowance expanded and the application 
simplified: short-time work allowance 
can now also be paid to employees in 
fixed-term contracts and for people 
serving an organization for temporary 
work; credited to people who are in an 
apprenticeship; employees who are 
similar to employers (shareholders of a 
GmbH who work as employees in the 
company for a fee); self-employed and 
freelancers; and parents stopping work 
for childcare They should be able to claim 
a flat rate of CHF 3320 as short-time 
work compensation for a full-time 
position. 

Business closures: Closure of factories and 
production lines in Ticino.  

Education: Schools will be closed nationwide 
until April 19. Childcare centres may only be 
closed by the cantons if other suitable 
childcare facilities are available. 

Travel Restrictions: Swiss Federal Railways 
are suspending international services and 
reducing their domestic services.  

The Swiss government has also decided to 
introduce border checks with Germany, 
France and Austria. Only Swiss citizens, 
holders of residence and work permits as well 
as people transiting Switzerland may enter.  

Public Gatherings: Public and private events 
are prohibited from midnight today. All 
shops, markets, restaurants, bars as well as 
entertainment and leisure facilities such as 
museums, libraries, cinemas, concert and 
theater houses, sports centers, swimming 
pools and ski areas will be closed. Businesses 
are also closed if a required distance cannot 
be maintained, such as hairdressing salons or 
cosmetic studios. 

N https://www.admin.c
h/gov/it/pagina-
iniziale/documentazio
ne/comunicati-
stampa/comunicati-
stampa-consiglio-
federale.msg-id-
78437.html

https://www.admin.c
h/gov/de/start/doku
mentation/medienmi
tteilungen.msg-id-
78454.html

https://www.swissinf
o.ch/eng/coronavirus
-fallout_swiss-canton-
orders-non-essential-
industry-to-cease-
production/45634594

https://www.admin.ch/gov/it/pagina-iniziale/documentazione/comunicati-stampa/comunicati-stampa-consiglio-federale.msg-id-78437.html
https://www.admin.ch/gov/it/pagina-iniziale/documentazione/comunicati-stampa/comunicati-stampa-consiglio-federale.msg-id-78437.html
https://www.admin.ch/gov/it/pagina-iniziale/documentazione/comunicati-stampa/comunicati-stampa-consiglio-federale.msg-id-78437.html
https://www.admin.ch/gov/it/pagina-iniziale/documentazione/comunicati-stampa/comunicati-stampa-consiglio-federale.msg-id-78437.html
https://www.admin.ch/gov/it/pagina-iniziale/documentazione/comunicati-stampa/comunicati-stampa-consiglio-federale.msg-id-78437.html
https://www.admin.ch/gov/it/pagina-iniziale/documentazione/comunicati-stampa/comunicati-stampa-consiglio-federale.msg-id-78437.html
https://www.admin.ch/gov/it/pagina-iniziale/documentazione/comunicati-stampa/comunicati-stampa-consiglio-federale.msg-id-78437.html
https://www.admin.ch/gov/it/pagina-iniziale/documentazione/comunicati-stampa/comunicati-stampa-consiglio-federale.msg-id-78437.html
https://www.admin.ch/gov/de/start/dokumentation/medienmitteilungen.msg-id-78454.html
https://www.admin.ch/gov/de/start/dokumentation/medienmitteilungen.msg-id-78454.html
https://www.admin.ch/gov/de/start/dokumentation/medienmitteilungen.msg-id-78454.html
https://www.admin.ch/gov/de/start/dokumentation/medienmitteilungen.msg-id-78454.html
https://www.admin.ch/gov/de/start/dokumentation/medienmitteilungen.msg-id-78454.html
https://www.swissinfo.ch/eng/coronavirus-fallout_swiss-canton-orders-non-essential-industry-to-cease-production/45634594
https://www.swissinfo.ch/eng/coronavirus-fallout_swiss-canton-orders-non-essential-industry-to-cease-production/45634594
https://www.swissinfo.ch/eng/coronavirus-fallout_swiss-canton-orders-non-essential-industry-to-cease-production/45634594
https://www.swissinfo.ch/eng/coronavirus-fallout_swiss-canton-orders-non-essential-industry-to-cease-production/45634594
https://www.swissinfo.ch/eng/coronavirus-fallout_swiss-canton-orders-non-essential-industry-to-cease-production/45634594
https://www.swissinfo.ch/eng/coronavirus-fallout_swiss-canton-orders-non-essential-industry-to-cease-production/45634594
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between March 21, 2020 and 
December 31, 2020. No default 
interest will be charged in this 
period. The same regulation applies 
to direct federal tax from March 1, 
2020 to December 31, 2020.  

Debt collectors: From March 19 to 
April 4, 2020, debtors may not be 
operated throughout Switzerland.  

40) United 
Kingdom 

Level 3 On March 26, 2020 the Chancellor 
has set out a package of temporary, 
timely and targeted measures to 
support public services, people and 
businesses through this period of 
disruption caused by COVID-19. This 
includes the following: 

Grants: the UK government will 
provide £2.2 billion of funding for 
local authorities in England in order 
to provide grants to certain small 
businesses.  

Tax deferments: Valued Added Tax 
(VAT) payments deferred for 3 
months. Income Tax payments due in 
July 2020 under the Self-Assessment 
system may be deferred until January 
2021.

Sick Pay: the UK government will support 
SMEs and employers with the additional 
costs of paying COVID-19 related SSP by 
refunding eligible SSP costs. The refund 
will be limited to two weeks per 
employee and employers with fewer 
than 250 employees. 

Personal taxation 
The tax threshold for National Insurance 
Contributions will rise from £8,632 to 
£9,500. The move, first announced in 
November, will take 500,000 employees 
out of the tax altogether.  

Income Support: all UK employers with a 
PAYE scheme will be able to access 
support to continue paying part of their 
employees’ salary for those that would 
otherwise have been laid off during this 
crisis. 

Business closures: Government ordered 
certain businesses - including pubs, cinemas 
and theatres - to close. The Government is 
now extending this requirement to a further 
set of businesses and other venues, including: 
all non-essential retail stores - this will 
include clothing and electronics stores; hair, 
beauty and nail salons; and outdoor and 
indoor markets, excluding food markets;  
libraries, community centres, and youth 
centres. indoor and outdoor leisure facilities 
such as bowling alleys, arcades and soft play 
facilities; communal places within parks, such 
as playgrounds, sports courts and outdoor 
gyms; places of worship, except for funerals 
attended by immediate families; and hotels, 
hostels, bed and breakfasts, campsites, 
caravan parks, and boarding houses for 
commercial/leisure use (excluding permanent 
residents and key workers).  

Y 

On 21 March 2020, the Department 
of Health and Social Care of the 
United Kingdom added 82 goods to 
the medicines that cannot be 
parallel exported from the UK list. 
The export ban was introduced on 
the subject goods due to anticipated 
shortages in the country in response 
to the COVID-19 outbreak. The 
among the medicines that cannot be 
parallel exported from the UK list 
are adrenaline, insulin, ketamine, 
paracetamol and morphine. 

https://www.globaltradealert.or
g/intervention/78818/export-
ban/united-kingdom-export-ban-
imposed-on-82-medicines-in-
response-to-the-covid-19-
outbreak

https://www.gov.uk/
government/publicati
ons/guidance-to-
employers-and-
businesses-about-
covid-19/covid-19-
support-for-
businesses

https://www.gov.uk/
coronavirus

https://www.globaltradealert.org/intervention/78818/export-ban/united-kingdom-export-ban-imposed-on-82-medicines-in-response-to-the-covid-19-outbreak
https://www.globaltradealert.org/intervention/78818/export-ban/united-kingdom-export-ban-imposed-on-82-medicines-in-response-to-the-covid-19-outbreak
https://www.globaltradealert.org/intervention/78818/export-ban/united-kingdom-export-ban-imposed-on-82-medicines-in-response-to-the-covid-19-outbreak
https://www.globaltradealert.org/intervention/78818/export-ban/united-kingdom-export-ban-imposed-on-82-medicines-in-response-to-the-covid-19-outbreak
https://www.globaltradealert.org/intervention/78818/export-ban/united-kingdom-export-ban-imposed-on-82-medicines-in-response-to-the-covid-19-outbreak
https://www.globaltradealert.org/intervention/78818/export-ban/united-kingdom-export-ban-imposed-on-82-medicines-in-response-to-the-covid-19-outbreak
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to-employers-and-businesses-about-covid-19/covid-19-support-for-businesses
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to-employers-and-businesses-about-covid-19/covid-19-support-for-businesses
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to-employers-and-businesses-about-covid-19/covid-19-support-for-businesses
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to-employers-and-businesses-about-covid-19/covid-19-support-for-businesses
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to-employers-and-businesses-about-covid-19/covid-19-support-for-businesses
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to-employers-and-businesses-about-covid-19/covid-19-support-for-businesses
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to-employers-and-businesses-about-covid-19/covid-19-support-for-businesses
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to-employers-and-businesses-about-covid-19/covid-19-support-for-businesses
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
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Loan and finance facilities: A new, 
temporary loan scheme will be 
launched, delivered by the British 
Business Bank, to support SMEs by 
giving access to bank lending and 
overdrafts. The UK government will 
provide lenders with an 80% 
guarantee on each loan and will not 
charges businesses or banks for such 
guarantee. Under the new Covid-19 
Corporate Financing Facility, the 
Bank of England will buy short term 
debt from larger companies. 

This applies to employees who have been 
asked to stop working, but who are being 
kept on the pay roll, otherwise described 
as ‘furloughed workers’. HMRC will 
reimburse 80% of their wages, up to 
£2,500 per month. This is to safeguard 
workers from being made redundant. 

Self-Employed: Scheme will allow self-
employed (members of partners) to 
claim a taxable grant worth 80% of 
your trading profits up to a maximum 
of £2,500 per month for the next 3 
months. 

Public gatherings: The Government is also 
stopping all public gatherings of more than 
two people.  

41) Pakistan Level 3 State Bank of Pakistan announces 
three measures to address the 
economic and health challenges 
posed by the spread of COVID-19 

Interest rates: Monetary Policy 
Committee (MPC) of the SBP cut its 
policy rate by 75 basis points.  

Refinancing: SBP announced a 
“Temporary Economic Refinance 
Facility (TERF)” and its Shariah 
compliant version to stimulate new 
investment in manufacturing. It can 
be accessed by all manufacturing 
industries, except for the power 
sector, where an SBP refinance 
facility for renewable energy projects 
already exists. 

Travel restrictions:  
Pakistan banned international flights for two  
weeks beginning on March 21.  

Lockdown:  
In Sindh and in Pakistan-administered Azad 
Jammu and Kashmir, residents cannot go 
outside for any unnecessary reason for two 
and three weeks respectively. A two-week 
lockdown has also been ordered in Karachi. 

Business closures: 
All non-essential businesses in the province of 
Punjab are closed, and Pakistan’s government 
officially summoned the nation’s military to 
enforce these restrictions. 

N http://www.sbp.org.p
k/press/2020/Pr-17-
Mar-20.pdf

http://www.sbp.org.pk/press/2020/Pr-17-Mar-20.pdf
http://www.sbp.org.pk/press/2020/Pr-17-Mar-20.pdf
http://www.sbp.org.pk/press/2020/Pr-17-Mar-20.pdf
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“Refinance Facility for Combating 
COVID–19 (RFCC)” and its Shariah 
compliant version to support 
hospitals and medical centers in 
combating the spread of COVID–19.  

42) Philippines 3 Enhanced Community Quarantine 
over Luzan requires executive 
agencies to place a moratorium on 
landlord-tenant leases and rentals, 
advancing a pro-rated thirteenth 
(13th) month pay, reprieve in utility 
bills, and assistance to micro, small 
and medium-scale enterprises. T 

Travel restrictions:  

Inbound international passengers, in transit 
upon effectivity of the Enhanced Community 
Quarantine, shall be allowed entry, subject to 
applicable quarantine procedures if coming 
from countries with existing travel 
restrictions imposed by the Inter-Agency Task 
Force on Emerging Infectious Diseases (IATF). 

All inbound Filipino citizens shall be allowed 
entry, subject to applicable quarantine 
procedures if coming from countries with 
existing travel restrictions imposed by the 
IATF. 

The movement of cargoes within, to and from 
the entire Luzon shall be unhampered.  

Public gatherings: Mass gatherings 
prohibited.  

Lockdown: Strict home quarantine for all 
households – movement limited to accessing 
basic necessities, provision for food and 
essential health services, heightened 
presence of uniformed personnel; Work from 

N https://www.cnnphili
ppines.com/news/20
20/3/21/luzon-
enhanced-
quarantine-covid-19-
cargo.html

https://www.dfa.gov.
ph/

https://www.officialg
azette.gov.ph/downlo
ads/2020/03mar/202
00316-
MEMORANDUM-
FROM-ES-RRD.pdf

https://www.reuters.
com/article/us-
health-coronavirus-
philippines/duterte-
puts-philippines-
under-quarantine-
says-we-are-in-the-
fight-of-our-lives-
idUSKBN2130W4

https://www.cnnphilippines.com/news/2020/3/21/luzon-enhanced-quarantine-covid-19-cargo.html
https://www.cnnphilippines.com/news/2020/3/21/luzon-enhanced-quarantine-covid-19-cargo.html
https://www.cnnphilippines.com/news/2020/3/21/luzon-enhanced-quarantine-covid-19-cargo.html
https://www.cnnphilippines.com/news/2020/3/21/luzon-enhanced-quarantine-covid-19-cargo.html
https://www.cnnphilippines.com/news/2020/3/21/luzon-enhanced-quarantine-covid-19-cargo.html
https://www.cnnphilippines.com/news/2020/3/21/luzon-enhanced-quarantine-covid-19-cargo.html
https://www.dfa.gov.ph/
https://www.dfa.gov.ph/
https://www.officialgazette.gov.ph/downloads/2020/03mar/20200316-MEMORANDUM-FROM-ES-RRD.pdf
https://www.officialgazette.gov.ph/downloads/2020/03mar/20200316-MEMORANDUM-FROM-ES-RRD.pdf
https://www.officialgazette.gov.ph/downloads/2020/03mar/20200316-MEMORANDUM-FROM-ES-RRD.pdf
https://www.officialgazette.gov.ph/downloads/2020/03mar/20200316-MEMORANDUM-FROM-ES-RRD.pdf
https://www.officialgazette.gov.ph/downloads/2020/03mar/20200316-MEMORANDUM-FROM-ES-RRD.pdf
https://www.officialgazette.gov.ph/downloads/2020/03mar/20200316-MEMORANDUM-FROM-ES-RRD.pdf
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-philippines/duterte-puts-philippines-under-quarantine-says-we-are-in-the-fight-of-our-lives-idUSKBN2130W4
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-philippines/duterte-puts-philippines-under-quarantine-says-we-are-in-the-fight-of-our-lives-idUSKBN2130W4
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-philippines/duterte-puts-philippines-under-quarantine-says-we-are-in-the-fight-of-our-lives-idUSKBN2130W4
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-philippines/duterte-puts-philippines-under-quarantine-says-we-are-in-the-fight-of-our-lives-idUSKBN2130W4
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-philippines/duterte-puts-philippines-under-quarantine-says-we-are-in-the-fight-of-our-lives-idUSKBN2130W4
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-philippines/duterte-puts-philippines-under-quarantine-says-we-are-in-the-fight-of-our-lives-idUSKBN2130W4
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-philippines/duterte-puts-philippines-under-quarantine-says-we-are-in-the-fight-of-our-lives-idUSKBN2130W4
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-philippines/duterte-puts-philippines-under-quarantine-says-we-are-in-the-fight-of-our-lives-idUSKBN2130W4
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-philippines/duterte-puts-philippines-under-quarantine-says-we-are-in-the-fight-of-our-lives-idUSKBN2130W4
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home arrangements for government 
personnel; Mass public transport facilities 
suspended. 

Business closures: Classes and all school 
activities suspended from March 16, 2020 
until April 14, 2020. Only private 
establishments providing basic necessities 
and activities related to food and medicine 
production, i.e. public markets, 
supermarkets, groceries, convenience stores, 
hospitals, medical clinics, pharmacies and 
drug stores, food preparation and delivery 
services, water refilling stations, 
manufacturing and processing plants of basic 
food products and medicines, banks, money 
transfer services, power, energy, water and 
telecommunications supplies and facilities.  

Business Process Outsourcing establishments 
and export-oriented industries shall remain 
operational, subject to the condition that 
strict social distancing measures are 
observed, their respective personnel are 
provided appropriate temporary 
accommodation arrangements by 18 March 
2020, and that a skeletal work force shall be 
implemented 
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43) Romania Level 3 Romania’s Government adopted, on 
March 18, the first set of measures 
aimed at helping local companies 
deal with the effects of the new 
coronavirus (Covid-19) epidemic. 
Loan facilities: guarantee loans for 
investments and working capital, for 
which the interest is 100% 
subsidized. The guarantee covers 
90% of the loan value, for loans up to 
RON 1 million, and 80% of those over 
RON 1 million.  

Tax reimbursements: reimburse VAT 
of up to RON 9 billion (EUR 1.87 bln) 
to allow companies to benefit from 
the working capital needed to 
operate. 

Unemployment: to ensure the payment 
of technical unemployment, for 
employees sent into technical 
unemployment due to the coronavirus 
crisis, from the Labor Ministry’s budget, 
through the Workforce Occupancy 
Agency – ANOFM 

Subsidies: to ensure the payment of 
wages and there is a risk that the 
employees will be laid off due to the 
state of emergency or have their 
employment contracts suspended. We 
will pay 75% of the gross salary, as much 
as the monthly unemployment benefit, 
but not more than 75% of the (national) 
average salary, 

Business closures: Retail establishments, 
except for pharmacies, establishments that 
sell food or veterinary products, and cleaning 
services are closed.  

Curfew: A curfew is in place between 10 p.m. 
and 6 a.m.  

Lockdown: individuals are to limit movement 
from their homes, except for work that 
cannot be performed remotely, to obtain 
essential goods and healthcare that cannot 
be postponed, to care for children and the 
elderly, and for short trips near home for 
physical activity.  

Public gatherings: Gatherings larger than 3 
people have been banned 

Travel restrictions: Non-Romanian citizens 
are prohibited from entering the country 
after the ordinance takes effect except as 
part of a well-defined transit itinerary, with 
some exceptions, including for diplomats. 
Transit corridors to maintain freight will also 
be allowed.  

Y https://ro.usembassy.
gov/health-alert-u-s-
embassy-bucharest-
romania-march-22-
2020/

https://www.romania
-
insider.com/coronavi
rus-romania-
government-
economic-measures

https://ro.usembassy.gov/health-alert-u-s-embassy-bucharest-romania-march-22-2020/
https://ro.usembassy.gov/health-alert-u-s-embassy-bucharest-romania-march-22-2020/
https://ro.usembassy.gov/health-alert-u-s-embassy-bucharest-romania-march-22-2020/
https://ro.usembassy.gov/health-alert-u-s-embassy-bucharest-romania-march-22-2020/
https://ro.usembassy.gov/health-alert-u-s-embassy-bucharest-romania-march-22-2020/
https://www.romania-insider.com/coronavirus-romania-government-economic-measures
https://www.romania-insider.com/coronavirus-romania-government-economic-measures
https://www.romania-insider.com/coronavirus-romania-government-economic-measures
https://www.romania-insider.com/coronavirus-romania-government-economic-measures
https://www.romania-insider.com/coronavirus-romania-government-economic-measures
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44) Singapore  Level 3 Tax deferments: A three-month 
extension of the levy payment 
timeline to small-and-medium size 
enterprises (SMEs)1 with immediate 
effect, for more flexibility in their 
cash-flow management;  

Tax waivers: Levy waiver for up to 90 
days with immediate effect for 
foreign workers on overseas leave; 
and 

Tax refunds: Man-Year Entitlement 
(MYE) refund for construction firms 
affected by disruptions arising from 
COVID-19, with effect from 1 April 
2020. 

Hiring needs: For a period of six months 
starting from 2 March 2020, companies 
in these sectors will be allowed to hire 
existing PRC Work Permit holders (WPH) 
who are in Singapore, with the 
agreement of their current employers. 
Currently, these companies can only hire 
PRC WPHs after they have exited 
Singapore. This is an existing scheme for 
the construction, process and marine 
sectors.  

Travel restrictions: From 23 March 2020, 
23:59h, all short-term visitors (from 
anywhere in the world) will not be allowed to 
enter or transit through Singapore. The 
Ministry of Manpower (MOM) will only allow 
the entry/return of Work Pass holders, 
including their dependents, for those 
providing essential services, such as in 
healthcare and transport. 
From 20 March 2020, 2359 hours, all 
Singaporeans, Permanent Residents, Long 
Term Pass holders and short-term visitors 
entering Singapore will be issued a 14-day 
Stay-Home Notice (SHN). 

Business closures: All entertainment venues 
will be closed from 26 March, 23:59 hours till 
30 April. 
Public gatherings: Events with 250 or more 
participants must be suspended, while 
operators of events with fewer than 250 
participants must implement all necessary 
precautionary measures, including ensuring a 
distance of at least a meter between all 
participants and reduce mingling amongst 
participants. 
Stay at home orders: Foreign workers issued 
a stay at home order must always remain in 
their place of residence during the 14-day 
period. They are not allowed to leave, even if 
it is to purchase food and essentials. If 
necessary, you may opt for home delivery 
services or enlist the assistance of others for 
your daily necessities.  

Y https://www.moh.go
v.sg/docs/librariespro
vider5/default-
document-
library/moh-health-
advisory-for-persons-
issued-stay-home-
notice-(25-mar-2020-
2050h).pdf

https://www.mom.go
v.sg/newsroom/press
-releases/2020/0225-
temporary-scheme-
to-help-
manufacturing-and-
services-sectors-
manage-manpower-
needs

https://www.moh.go
v.sg/covid-19

https://www.moh.gov.sg/docs/librariesprovider5/default-document-library/moh-health-advisory-for-persons-issued-stay-home-notice-(25-mar-2020-2050h).pdf
https://www.moh.gov.sg/docs/librariesprovider5/default-document-library/moh-health-advisory-for-persons-issued-stay-home-notice-(25-mar-2020-2050h).pdf
https://www.moh.gov.sg/docs/librariesprovider5/default-document-library/moh-health-advisory-for-persons-issued-stay-home-notice-(25-mar-2020-2050h).pdf
https://www.moh.gov.sg/docs/librariesprovider5/default-document-library/moh-health-advisory-for-persons-issued-stay-home-notice-(25-mar-2020-2050h).pdf
https://www.moh.gov.sg/docs/librariesprovider5/default-document-library/moh-health-advisory-for-persons-issued-stay-home-notice-(25-mar-2020-2050h).pdf
https://www.moh.gov.sg/docs/librariesprovider5/default-document-library/moh-health-advisory-for-persons-issued-stay-home-notice-(25-mar-2020-2050h).pdf
https://www.moh.gov.sg/docs/librariesprovider5/default-document-library/moh-health-advisory-for-persons-issued-stay-home-notice-(25-mar-2020-2050h).pdf
https://www.moh.gov.sg/docs/librariesprovider5/default-document-library/moh-health-advisory-for-persons-issued-stay-home-notice-(25-mar-2020-2050h).pdf
https://www.moh.gov.sg/docs/librariesprovider5/default-document-library/moh-health-advisory-for-persons-issued-stay-home-notice-(25-mar-2020-2050h).pdf
https://www.mom.gov.sg/newsroom/press-releases/2020/0225-temporary-scheme-to-help-manufacturing-and-services-sectors-manage-manpower-needs
https://www.mom.gov.sg/newsroom/press-releases/2020/0225-temporary-scheme-to-help-manufacturing-and-services-sectors-manage-manpower-needs
https://www.mom.gov.sg/newsroom/press-releases/2020/0225-temporary-scheme-to-help-manufacturing-and-services-sectors-manage-manpower-needs
https://www.mom.gov.sg/newsroom/press-releases/2020/0225-temporary-scheme-to-help-manufacturing-and-services-sectors-manage-manpower-needs
https://www.mom.gov.sg/newsroom/press-releases/2020/0225-temporary-scheme-to-help-manufacturing-and-services-sectors-manage-manpower-needs
https://www.mom.gov.sg/newsroom/press-releases/2020/0225-temporary-scheme-to-help-manufacturing-and-services-sectors-manage-manpower-needs
https://www.mom.gov.sg/newsroom/press-releases/2020/0225-temporary-scheme-to-help-manufacturing-and-services-sectors-manage-manpower-needs
https://www.mom.gov.sg/newsroom/press-releases/2020/0225-temporary-scheme-to-help-manufacturing-and-services-sectors-manage-manpower-needs
https://www.mom.gov.sg/newsroom/press-releases/2020/0225-temporary-scheme-to-help-manufacturing-and-services-sectors-manage-manpower-needs
https://www.moh.gov.sg/covid-19
https://www.moh.gov.sg/covid-19
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45) Saudi Arabia Level 3 Tax deferments: The General 
Authority for Zakat and Tax (GAZT) 
introduced a general extension of 
three months for filing tax returns 
and payment the related tax for 
registered taxpayers. The extensions 
apply for Zakat, income tax, 
withholding tax, value added tax 
(VAT), and excise tax due for the 
period from 18 March to 30 June 
2020.  

Travel restrictions: As of March 15, 2020, 
Saudi Arabia has suspended all international 
flights for two weeks. 

As of March 26, all travel between the 
country's 13 administrative regions is 
prohibited. Additionally, entry and exit into 
Riyadh, Mecca, and Medina has been barred.  

Curfew: Nationwide 21-day curfew has been 
brought forward in those cities from 19:00 to 
15:00. Exemptions will be made for those 
employed in vital sectors, such as security, 
the military, and health services. 

Y https://home.kpmg/u
s/en/home/insights/2
020/03/tnf-saudi-
arabia-tax-relief-
measures-in-
response-to-
coronavirus.html

46) South Korea  Level 3 Tax deduction and refunds: Car 
purchases will be reduced by 70 
percent from March to June; taxes 
on card spending will be doubled to 
30 to 80 percent for credit and debit 
cards over the same period. Buyers 
of high-efficiency home appliances 
will receive a refund of 10 percent.  
For landlords who temporarily lower 
rents for small and mid-sized 
businesses affected by the virus 
outbreak, the government will give 
them a tax deduction of 50 percent 
of the rent reductions they give their 
tenants. 

Corporate taxes: For businesses with 
annual sales of 50-thousand dollars 
or less, value-added tax will be cut to 
the level of that imposed on 

Subsidies: Working parents with children 
under eight years old will be given 
government subsidies, if and when 
childcare leave is used due to the 
shutdown of daycare centers to prevent 
the spread of the virus.  

Travel restrictions: Visitors who have been in 
China's Hubei Province in the past 14 days, 
and passport holders from that region, are 
not permitted entry.  

Korean visas issued by the Wuhan Consulate 
in the Hubei Province are invalidated, as are 
visas issued to nationals of Japan (at Korean 
Diplomatic Missions in Japan) before March 
9, 2020. 

All visitors are to undergo a temperature 
check when entering the country. Those 
exhibiting symptoms will be required to take 
a diagnostic test and quarantine for 14 days. 
South Korea says it will test every person 
entering the country from Europe for 
coronavirus, starting March 22, the country's 
health ministry has announced 

http://world.kbs.co.kr
/service/contents_vie
w.htm?lang=e&menu
_cate=business&boar
d_seq=380636

http://fsc.go.kr/eng/n
ew_press/releases.js
p?menu=01&bbsid=B
BS0048&selYear=202
0#37838
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simplified taxpayers until the end of 
next year.  

Subsidies 
To encourage spending, the 
government will issue “regional gift 
vouchers” worth 5 billion dollars and 
provide 2.5 billion dollars in cash 
vouchers that can be used at 
traditional markets.  

Loan and credit guarantees: SMEs 
emergency funding, guarantee, debt 
purchasing incentives  

Market incentives: Changes to bond 
market, short term money markets, 
and stock markets to incentivize 
investment

47) Thailand Level 3 Tax reductions: Withholding tax 
imposed on payment for services, 
hire of work, certain commissions, 
and professional fees will be reduced 
from 3% to 1.5% for the payments 
made from 1 April 2020 to 30 
September 2020.  

Tax deductions: Eligible small and 
medium enterprises (SMEs) can claim 
a 150% deduction for interest 
expenses. SMEs employers can 
deduct 300% of eligible salary costs 

Travel restrictions: Travelers who have been 
in the United States in the past 14 days will 
be subject to "self-monitoring and reporting 
requirements" upon arriving in Thailand. 
Additionally, travelers from Iran, Italy, China, 
Korea, Hong Kong and Macao must submit 
proof to their airline at check-in that they 
tested negative for coronavirus. They must 
also show proof of a health insurance policy 
with coverage of at least $100,000. 

https://home.kpmg/u
s/en/home/insights/2
020/03/tnf-thailand-
tax-relief-measures-
in-response-to-
coronavirus.html
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paid to employees in the period from 
April 2020 to July 2020 . 

48) Turkey Level 3 On March 18, 2020, President Recep 
Tayyip unveiled measures designed 
to bolster the nation’s economy: 
an economic stimulus package worth 
100 billion liras ($15.4 billion),  
Erdogan said national insurance 
payments in 11 sectors would be 
suspended for six months;  
Credit payments for impacted 
companies would be frozen for three 
months. 
Other measures lowered the VAT on 
domestic air travel from 18% to 1%, 
suspended a hotel accommodation 
tax until November and increased 
minimum pension payments. 

On 18 March 2020, the government 
of Turkey imposed a licensing 
requirement on the exports of ethyl 
alcohol, cologne, certain 
disinfectants, hydrogen peroxide, 
and melt blown nonwoven fabric. 

https://www.globaltradealert.or
g/intervention/78802/export-
licensing-requirement/turkey-
the-governments-controls-the-
exports-of-certain-products-
used-to-cope-with-the-
coronavirus-pandemic

On 4 March 2020, the government 
of Turkey imposed a permit 
requirement on the exports of 
protective masks; medical and 
surgical masks; overalls, protective 
workwear and liquid proof 
protective aprons; safety goggles; 
and medical gloves. 

https://www.globaltradealert.or
g/intervention/78649/export-
licensing-requirement/turkey-
the-government-takes-
measures-to-cope-with-
coronavirus

https://www.al-
monitor.com/pulse/o
riginals/2020/03/erd
ogan-speech-
coronavirus.html#ixzz
6HdClUWqc
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49) South Africa 3 Travel restrictions: The country has imposed 
a travel ban on foreign nationals from "high-
risk countries" including the United States, 
Italy, Iran, South Korea, Spain, Germany, the 
United Kingdom and China starting March 18. 
Officials expanded the ban to include France 
and Switzerland. 

Lockdown: Countrywide lockdown for 21 
days with effect from midnight on Thursday 
26 March, part of which only certain 
categories of businesses can remain open. 
According to this list, the following services 
will need to be maintained during the 
lockdown as essential:  

Essential Infrastructure Services  
Electricity - stable power supply with no load-
shedding. Public and private organizations, 
their staff and service providers essential to 
the generation, transmission and distribution 
of electricity will need to continue to operate. 
This includes municipalities, and the suppliers 
of logistics, feedstock and maintenance will 
be required to continue to operate and 
provide security of electricity supply.  

Water supply, sewerage and sanitation. 
Public and private organizations, their staff 
and service providers essential to the security 
of supply of bulk and potable water and 
sanitation must continue to operate and 
provide vital water and sanitation services. 
This includes municipalities and those 

N https://www.enca.c
om/business/covid-
19-services-and-
businesses-
exempted-
lockdown

https://www.gov.za
/speeches/presiden
t-cyril-ramaphosa-
escalation-
measures-combat-
coronavirus-covid-
19-pandemic-23-
mar
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involved in the supply of materials, chemicals 
and related equipment.  

ICT – datacenters, fibre optic infrastructure, 
towers and antennae.  

Critical Business Continuity Services To 
Support The Health And Safety Of South 
Africans 
Food & essential products – related 
manufacturing and processing, and 
distribution.  
Manufacturing of health-related products, 
supplies, devices, equipment, and medicines, 
including complementary health products.  
Agricultural and food supply related 
operations, including farming, veterinary and 
phytosanitary provider services, pest control 
services, and chemical and fertilizer 
providers. 

Fishing operations 
Forestry and sawmills will remain in 
production for disposable health and hygiene 
products, including toilet paper; as well as the 
production of packaging for essential health 
and food supply chains. 
Food, beverages and essential products 
manufacturing and processing facilities 
Warehousing, transport and logistics for food 
& essential products, and health-related 
goods 

The Ports, road and rail networks. 
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Food outlets – retail, wholesale, spaza shops 
and malls for food and essential products. 
Essential products include toilet paper, 
cleaners, sanitizers and disinfectants, 
personal hygiene products, bedding and 
clothing, and essential supplies for those 
taking care of the sick and for people to 
remain healthy. 

Enabling Services 
To assist in the COVID-19 response, the 
following services are required to continue 
operations: 

All healthcare-related services be they public 
or private. 

Call centers providing life and health; energy, 
food and water supply, social, transactional, 
communications, law and order and 
international critical business continuity 
services.  

Professional and artisan services, to the 
extent that they are providing support in the 
COVID-19 response, essential and critical 
business continuity services. 
Cleaning, laundry and hospitality services 
supporting the COVID-19 response and 
essential and critical business continuity 
services. 
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Hotels, airlines, stadiums, car rental services, 
to the extent that they are supporting 
essential or critical business continuity 
services and repurposing for Financial and 
insurance services and health funders 
required to finance and support essential and 
critical business continuity services in the 
COVID-19 response and provide short term 
bridging finance to people and businesses 
during this period.
Anti-poaching and wildlife conservation 
services. 

Communication and media services on 
screen, TV, radio, print, broadcast and online. 
Safety and security services protecting people 
and property.  


